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I] Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
and decided in the negative: Ayes 42, noes not | 


| tion should be brought before the House during 


The question then recurring on seconding the 
jemand for the previous question, it was taken, 


counted. ; F 

The question then recurred on the motion to 
refer. P 

Mr. EMBREE referred, as his apology for 
troubling the House with a single remark, to cer- | 
tain instructions which he had lately received from | 
his constituents, He was in favor of referring the 
pill to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, for the purpose of making some amend- 
ments. He thought that the soldiers of the late 
war with Great Britain ought to be included in 
this or some other measure of this kind; and he 
feared, if this bill were brought to a direct vote, 
that many gentlemen would vote for it who might 
not be so careful to vote for granting the same ben- 


try inthe war of 1812. He was in favor of referring 
this bill, and then of making it the special order for 
some particular day. 

Gentlemen had stated that the reference of the 
pill was calculated to create delay. He thought | 
there had been a delay of thirty-six years in doing 
justice to those who had exhibited equal valor and 
equal patriotism in former times in defence of their 
country’s honor and rights. By referring this bill 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Unien, the amendments he desired could be pro- | 
posed, as well as other amendments which gentle- | 
men might consider necessary to place the bill in | 
its best shape, and they would be brought to a di- | 
rect vote upon them. He could not conceive why 
it was that a spirit at this time was so clearly dis- | 
played in this House of willingness to make these | 
grants to those who had been or might be engaged 
in the present war with Mexico, and of unwilling- 
ness to render an equal measure of justice to those 
who fought in the last war with Great Britain. 
That was a war with a Power rich in the munitions 
of war and in all pecuniary means; with a Power 
whose navy made her the boasted mistress of the 
seas. We had then to contend with enemies in 
the heart of our country, and our brave soldiers 
then displayed as much valor in meeting them and 
driving them from our coasts as had been exhibited 
in the present war; and it appeared to him that the 
same kind and just spirit should be manifested to- | 
wards both classes of our citizens. 

For these reasons he was in favor of the refer- 
ence to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, and of making it the special order 
for an early day. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative. 

So the bill and amendments were referred to 


So eanaieie of the Whole on the state of the | 
nion. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. PUTNAM, from the Committee on Public 
ands, reported a bill to authorize the Legislature | 
of the State of Illinois to sell and convey the bal- 
ance of the lands reserved and granted to said State 


for the use of the Ohio Saline. Read and com- 
mitted, 


| 

| 

efits to those who aided in the defence of our coun- | 
| 





| upon the battle-fields of Mexico, 
|| that should receive the favorable consideration of 
|| the House. 


| Conger. 
Mr. ST. JOHN, from the Committee on the || 








Mr. HUNT moved that the House proceed to 
the consideration of business on the Speaker’s | 
table. Disagreed to. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the Committee 
on Public Lands, to which was referred the bill of 
the House to amend an act entitled “ An act to 
raise for a limited time an additional military force, 
and for other purposes,’’ approved February 11, 
1847, reported the same back to the House, with 
the recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. E. moved to lay the bill on the table, and 
that it be printed. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, inquired of the Chair 
Upon what question the sense of the House could 

tested on this bill. 

The SPEAKER replied, that if the motion to 
lay on the table failed, the question would then be 
on the engrossment of the bill. 

. The question being taken on laying on the table, 
it was decided in the negative. 
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Mr. POLLOCK moved to refer the bill to the 
Mr. COBB, of Alabama, desired that this ques- 


the present session of Congress. It had been sug- 


| gested to him, that if this reference were made, the | 
| bill might not again be reached. 


He trusted, how- 
ever, that it would be, and he should then give his 
reasons why the bill ought to pass, and should 
endeavor to show that it would not only redound 
to the honor of the General Government, but to 
the benefit of those widows and orphans whose 
husbands and fathers had poured out their blood 


It was a bill 


The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative. 
So the bill was referred. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, from the Commit- | tion of the heirs and legal representatives of Wil- 
| liam Marshal. 


tee on Public Lands, made adverse reports on the 
petitions of George F. Bloom and Henry S. Bloom, 
and of Martin Sled, Mary King, Tottenger Schne- 
bel, Allen Sink, Joseph Porterfield, and Henry 
Keeton. Laid on the table. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill for the relief of John S. 
Read and committed. 


Post Office and Post Roads, made an adverse report 
on the petition of Mary Matthews Nowland. Laid 
on the table. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill authorizing postmasters at county 
seats of justice to receive subscriptions for news- 
papers and periodicals, to be paid through the 
agency of the Post Office Department, and for other 
purposes. Read and committed. 

Also, from the same committee, reported a joint 
resolution for the relief of H. M. Barney. Read 
and committed. 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, from the Com- | 


mittee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the 
Senate bill for the relief of Jones and Boker, re- 


ported the same back to the House with an amend- | 


ment. Committed. ; 
Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 


to revive the act entitled ** An act to provide for | 


the payment of horses and other property lost or 
destroyed in the military service of the United 


States,”? approved January 18, 1837, and the acts | 


approved October 14, 1837, and August 23, 1842, 
amendatory of the same, reported it back to the 
House without amendment. Committed. 

Also, a bill to amend the act entitled ** An act to 


regulate the proceedings in the circuit courts of the | 
United States and for other purposes,’’ passed || 


August 8, 1846. The bill was read a first and 
second time. 

Mr. I. asked that the bill might be put upon its 
passage. 

After some conversation between Messrs. IN- 
GERSOLL, WHITE, and DUER— 

Mr. JENKINS moved to commit the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole. Disagreed to. 

The bill was then read a third time and passed, 
and sent to the Senate for concurrence. 


Mr. INGERSOLL, from the same committee, | 
reported bills to abolish the use of certain oaths at | 
the custom-houses of the United States, and for 


other purposes, and to abolish public executions 
in certain cases. Read and committed. 

Mr. TAYLOR, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported a joint resolution for the relief of 
Alexander Hunter, marshal of the District of Co- 
lumbia. Read and committed. 

Mr. IVERSON, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 
the legal representatives of Captain Samuel Jones, 
deceased. Read and committed. 

Mr. OUTLAW, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
tives of Joseph Savage, deceased. Read and com- 
mitted. 

On motion of Mr. OUTLAW, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 


| William McFarland, deceased. 
|| mitted. 


\| Thomas Gregg. 
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| consideration of the petition of William Champlin. 


Laid on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the same committee, re- 
ported bills for the relief of George A. Barnitz, 
husband of Margaret Barnity, the only surviving 
heir of Lieutenant Colonel David Grier, of the 
army of the Revolution, authorizing the Secretary 
of War to issue a duplicate of land warrant No. 
1,469, which originally issued in favor of Adam 
Hart, February 3, 1829; which bills were severally 
read and committed, 

Also, from the same committee, made an ad- 


| verse report on the petition of the legal representa- 
tives of Lieutenant George Brent. 
| table. 


Laid on the 


Mr. MORRIS, from the same committee, made 


| an adverse report on the petition of Nathan Beard. 
| Laid on the table. 


Mr. RUMSEY, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an adverse report on the peti- 


Laid on the table. 
Mr. HARMANSON, from the same commit- 
tce, reported bills for the relief of Sarah D. Cald- 


\| well, wi‘e of James H. Bingham; for the relief of 
|| Edna Hickman, wife of Alexander D. Peck; and 


for the relief of the heirs of John Wood, deceased; 
which bills were severally read and referred. 

Mr. WICK, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Read and, com- 


On motion of Mr. BOTTS, the Committee on 


| Military Affairs was discharged from the consid- 
| eration of the resolution of the Legislature of In- 
| diana, in relation to the compensation of the adju- 
| tant general of said State; from the petition of 


James S. Abel, asking Congress to increase the 


| pay of military storekeepers; from the petition of 
citizens of Alleghany county, eet fora 
| law to place the ordnance men of the 

| army on the same footing with the other soldiers 


nited States 


of the regular army, so far as bounty land and 
pensions are concerned; and from the petition of 
citizens of Cumberland county, Penns reanla, for 
an increase in the compensation to ordnance ser- 


|| geants; and they were laid on the table. 


On motion of Mr. BOYD, the same committee 


| was discharged from the petition of Anthony Drane, 
| late a captain of the United States army. Laid on 


the table. 

Mr. STANTON, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. WHITE, from the same committee, report- 
ed a bill for the relief of John J. Young, a com- 
mander in the United States navy. Read and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. PENDLETON, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of 
Wm. M. Blackford, late chargé d’affaires to New 
Grenada. Read and committed. 

Mr. S. LAWRENCE, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, on a bill for the re- 
lief of Francis Hutinach. ead and committed. 

Mr. SILVESTER, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petition of Dolly 
Tracy, widow of Solomon Tracy. Laid on the 
table. 

Mr. FULTON, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, to which was referred Senate bills for the 
relief of Fernando Fellany and for the relief of Pe- 
ter Engils, senior, reported the same back without 
amendment. Committed. 

Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 
for the relief of Eliza S. Roberts, widow of Lieut. 
a A. Roberts, deceased. Read and commit- 
ted. 

Mr. FRIES, from the same committee, made ad- 
verse reports on the petitions of John Whitmore, 
James Burns, Samuel Dickson, and Rachel Salts. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. W.T. LAWRENCE, from the same com- 
mittee, reported bills for the relief of Seth Morton, 
and for the relief of Joseph Johnson. Read and 
committed. 

Mr. HENLEY, from the Committee on Patents, 
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reported a bill for the relief of Hamilton Lapham, 
awd Mr. H. asked that the bill be put upon its pas- 
Bare. 

Mr. SAWYER moved to commit the bill. 7 

After a short discussion by Messrs. HENLEY, 
SAWYER, PUTNAM, and FARRELLY, the 
bill was committed. ; 

Mr. HENLEY, from the same committee, re- 
a a bill to authorize the Commissioner of 


-aternita to renew the patent of Cyrus McCormick 


for his horizontal plough. Read and committed. 

Mr. CRANSTON presented the resolutions of 
the General Assembly of Rhode Island, requesting 
their Senators and Representatives to oppose the 
laying a duty on tea and coffee. 

Also, resolutions of the General Assembly of 
the State of Rhode Island, in favor of bringing the 
war with Mexico to aclose. Laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. SIMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to toquire into the expediency of establishing a port of 


entiy at BDuckeville, on the Waccamaw river, in the district 
of Horry, South Carolina. 


On motion of Mr. TOOMBS, from the Commit- 


tee of Ways and Means, the bill making appro- | 


priations for the naval service for the year ending 
June 30, 1849, was recommitted to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

Mr. VAN DYKE presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of New Jersey, affirming the declara- 
tion of the sentiments of the Chicago Convention, 
heid in July, 1847, upon the improvement of rivers 
and harbors. Referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, to which had been referred the bill 
requiring all moneys receivable from customs and 
from all other sources to be paid immediately into 
the treasury without abatement or deduction, and 
for other purposes, reported the same back to the 
House without amendment. Committed. 

On motion of Mr. POLLOCK, it was made the 
special order of the day for Wednesday next. 


Mr. POLLOCK, from the same committee, re- 
ported the following resolution, which was read 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing so much 
of the existing laws relating to the publie lands as requires 
all patents issued from the General Land Office to be signed 
by the President of the United States; and also, so much of 
said laws as authorize the President to appoint a secretary 
to siga said patents. Also, to inquire into the expediency 
of amending said laws so as to require all patents for public 
lands to be signed by the Commissioner, and countersigned 
by the Recorder, of the General Land Office, or to be exe- 
ented and issued in such manneras will be most compatible 
with the public interest, without the signature of the Presi- 
dent, and as will avoid unnecessary delay in the issuing 
thereof, 


Mr. DUNN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported bills for the relief of Elijah Milam; for 
the relief of Thomas P. Graham; for the payment 
of a debt due to the heirs of Antoine Peltier; for 
the relief of the heirs of Nicholas Lachance and 
others; which bills were read and committed. 

Also, made an adverse report on the petition of 
Benjamin Sawyer. 

Mr. CROWELL, from the same committee, 


made adverse reports on the petitions of John Har- | 
ris, Captain W. J. Heady, Hiram Hall, and 8. H. | 


Zink. Laid on the table. 

Mr. FLOURNOY, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of Christopher H. Pix, 
of Texas. Read and committed. 


Also, made an adverse report on the petition of | “" : 
with that gentleman for myself and my constitu- 


Nathaniel Cox. Laid on the table. 


RIVER AND HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 


Mr. HUNT moved that the House do now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the business on the 
Speaker’s table. Agreed to. 

The first subject taken up, was the message of 
the President of the United States, returning to the 
House of Representatives the bill to provide for 
continuing certain works in the Territory of Wis- 
consin, and for other purposes, with his objections 


for withholding his approbation of the same—on | 


which two questions were pending, viz: Mr. Wenrt- 
WORTH’s motion to refer to the Committee on Com- 
merce, and Mr. Vinron’s motion to refer to a select 
committee. 

Mr. VINTON withdrew his motion to refer to 
a select committee, and the question recurred on 
the motion to refer to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, said, that 


prior to taking up the subject which he intended |! 


THE CONGRESIONA 


| 


| harbors, it would be necessary to look to the reve- 


_ of 1846, would furnish ample means for the pur- 


|| on the side of protection; for the labor of her own 
| citizens in opposition to the pauper labor of Great 


‘the humbug of free trade. 


| cussing this 


to discuss at the present time, it might not be | 


L GLOBE. 


_ March 9, 


rivers and harbors. On that subject, sir, I shal) 


inappropriate to submit a few remarks, and they || spend a few minutes, and but a few, on the ques. 


should be very few, on a subject intimately con- || 


nected with the making of appropriations for the | 
improvement of rivers and harbors. 
to the question of the tariff. He should not now | 
go at length into the discussion of that question, | 
because it had been already ably discussed by | 
several gentlemen on this floor, and particularly 
by his colleague, [Mr. Srewart was understood | 
by the allusion.] But the district which he had 
the honor to represent on this floor was deeply 
interested in the question of the protection of 


American labor and American “es. They be- 
lieve that, notwithstanding the boasted benefits 


of the tariff ef 1846, the old-fashioned American | 
Whig tariff of 1842 was best calculated to promote | 


their interest and the interests of the whole coun- || 
try; and, accordingly, at a recent county conven- || 


tion held in the county of Alleghany, resolutions 


. . ! 
were passed calling on Congress to repeal the tariff | 


of 1846 and restore the tariff of 1842. He regret- 


| ted that he had not the paper before him containing 


those resolutions, for he should cheerfully submit 
them to the consideration of the House. He was 
not ashamed of the contents of those resolutions, 
for he most cheerfully and cordially concurred with 
the sentiments expressed in them. He believed the 
tariff of 1846 ought to be repealed, and the tariff of 
1842 restored; and he hoped the appropriate com- 
mittee would bring in a bill for that purpose, and 
that the House would be brought to a direct vote 
upon it ina short time. He believed it was due 
to the interests of the country, and to its industry, 
that that odious free-trade British act should be 
repealed and an American tariff restored. 

Mr. BEDINGER rose and said the question, as 


|| he understood it, was on the veto message of the 


President in relation to improvement of rivers and 
harbors; but the gentleman was discussing the 
tariff. Now, he asked if the gentleman was in 
order? 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
gentleman was not out of order. 

Mr. HAMPTON said, if they proceeded to make 
appropriations for the improvement of rivers and 


nue whence the means to make the expenditures 
for that purpose must be derived. That, therefore, 
was a question affecting the tariff, as the means of 
creating a revenue, and he should proceed, being 
perfectly in order, to express his opinion that the 
tariff act of 1842, if it were substituted for the act 


yose. 

, Iie did not propose to go into a discussion of 
the details of that bill; but, as a member of the 
Whig side of the House, he wished to take up the 
glove which was thrown down some time since by 
a gentleman on the other side of the House from 
the city of New York, [Mr. Nicoxt,] who asked if 
the Whig members of this House would have the 
boldness to meet them on the question of protection 
or free trade? For one, (and he was not autho- 
rized to speak for his brethren,) he was ready, on 
his own behalf, and in the name of his constitu- 
ents, to meet them there or elsewhere on the ques- 
tion of American industry, or the odious system, 
The gentleman from 
New York stated that, as between the question of 
protection and direct taxation, he was in favor of 
the latter. In so many words, he was in favor of 
direct taxation. Now, (said Mr. H.,) I take issue 


ents; and I may safely say for the State which I 
have the honor in part to represent, that on the 

uestion of protection or direct taxation, they will 
dnd Pennsylvania where they have not found her 
very lately. She will be found on the side of pro- 
tection, for it is her own interest; she will be found 


sritain. The people that I have the honor to rep- 


| resent have been taxed until they are unable to bear 


taxation any longer. But what will be the effect 


_of a system of direct taxation on her? Why, if 


the revenues of this Government are to be raised 
by a direct tax, her proportion of the amount will 
be some six millions oF dollars, which she must 
raise by direct taxes on her citizens. 

But, sir, I did not rise for the purpose of dis- 
uestion. I propose to discuss, for a 
short time, with the indulgence of the House, the 
question of appropriations for the improvement of 


He referred || 


| 


tion of its constitutionality. That has been denied 
by the President in his message; and I regret th, t 
I have neither the time nor the ability to take up 
| that message, item by item, and examine and re- 
fute it, as I would do, high as the authority that 
asserts the doctrines which it contains may be. 
The argument of the President is, that it is uncon. 
stitutional to make appropriations for the improve. 
ment of harbors and rivers. But I series? need 
not go into a discussion of that question at all, far 
this House has vetoed the President’s veto itself. 
We have already passed on that question, and | 
doubt not a large and overwhelming majority of 
this House is ready at any time to decide it con- 
stitutional to make appropriations for that pur- 
pose. 

But, sir, I propose to submit a few remarks on 
that subject before I proceed to the discussion of 
the propriety of making appropriations for objects 
of the kind contemplated. Prior to the formation 
of this Union, I would like to know if any gentle- 
| man will deny that the States possessed power to 


|, make appropriations for the improvement of rivers 


and harbors within their respective jurisdictions? 
| Well, if they possessed that power, what has be- 
| come of it? Did they surrender it to the General 


|| Government, or did they retain it, or is it lost? 
|| One of these three propositions must be true. {t 


|| is admitted on all hands that the States do not pos- 
| sess it without the authority of Congress. The 

| President has stated in his message, and the Con- 
| stitution proved, that the States cannot levy a duty 

on tonnage without the consent of Congress for 

that or for any other purpose. Well, if the States 
| cannot do it without the consent of Congress, | 
| should like to know if Congress cannot do it with- 
| out the consent of the States? Does the Consti- 
| tution provide that Congress must ask the States 








_of this kind? Not at all. Suppose Congress 
| should refuse to grant the consent of which the 
| President speaks: Have the States the power to 
‘levy a duty on tonnage? Where, then, is the 
| power to make these appropriations and to levy 
| this duty on tonnage? It is nowhere. No power 
possesses it, if Congress refuses its consent; for 
the States cannot do it without Congress, and Con- 
eress refuses to grant its consent. But, sir, I would 
like for a moment to call the attention of gentlemen 
to the provisions of the Constitution. The tenth 
section provides that— 

** No State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or confed- 
eration; grant letters of marque and reprisal; coin money; 
emit bills of credit; make anything but gold and silver coin 
a tender in payment of debts; pass any bill of attainder, ex 
post facto law, or law impairing the obligation of contracts, 
or grant any title of nobility. 

** No state shall, without the consent of Congress, Jay any 
| imposts or duties on imports or exports, except What may 
be absolutely necessary for executing its inspection laws; 
and the net produce of all duties and imports, laid by any 
State on imports or exports, shall be for the use of the treas- 
ury of the United States; and all such laws shall be subject 
to the revision and control of the Congress.”’ 

Here the power is unconditional and unqualified. 
But may not Congress consent that the State of 
Pennsylvania, or Massachusetts, or South Caro- 
| lina, shall make her own tariff in her own way? 


; et 
| if they will make such appropriations for purposes 





Unquestionably it may, under the same provisions 
| of the Constitution which authorizes Congress to 
| consent that States may levy a duty on tonnage. 
| I ask gentlemen why they single out the duty on 
| tonnage, when that subject is but one of many 
| which are embraced in the same general provisions’ 
| The clauses of the Constitution which make pro- 
| vision on the subject of ** imposts or duties on im- 
ports and exports” also provides that no tonnage 
duty shall be imposed but with the same sanction 
of Congress. The words are: 

« No State shall, without the consent of Congress, lay any 
duty of tonnage, keep troops or ships of war in time of peace, 
enter into any agreement or compact with another State, of 
|| with a foreign Power, or engage in war, unless actually in- 

| vaded, or in such imminent danger as will not admit of 
delay.”’ ; 
Why, then, I repeat, are we called upon to single 
| out one particular power that may be be exerc! : 
_ by States with the consent of Congress, leaving ® 
| other powers to be exercised by Congress? Why, 
| the President tells you, you have no power to - 
| appropriations for the improvement of rivers an 
‘harbors with one breath, and with the next he tells 
you that you have that power, if you chose to = 
ercise one of the powers granted by the Constitu 
tion with the consent of Congress. Well, how 
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- | 
this matter? Has Congress the power to consent of Congress, that all these western rivers—the |) this country. 
‘hat the States shall levy duties on tonnage, and | Mississippi and all its tributary streams—are pub- 
nag she not the right to exercise that power her- _ lic highways, and free and open to all citizens of | ‘ States, in order to form a more perfect union, 
~if? Has Congress the power to declare war? the United States. Its language is, that ** the navi- | ‘ establish justice, ensure domestic tranquillity, pro- 
Undoubtedly it has. But has it the power tocon- gable waters leading into the Mississippi and St. || ‘ vide for the common defence, promote the gencral 
gent thata State may wage war? Whoeverheard | Lawrence, and the carrying places between the || ‘ welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to our- 
it pretended for a moment that Congress does not | same, shall be common highways.” Now, if the | ‘selves and our posterity, do ordain and establish 
possess the power to declare war and to keep troops || General Government has power to declare that | ‘this Constitution for the United States of Ame- 
and ships in time of peace? Who ever heard it these streams are rnublic highways, and that all ‘rica.’? But that was all a mistake and a delusion. 
joubted for amoment? And yet these powers are | the citizens of the United States have the right to | Our forefathers were making and establishing a 
placed in the same category with that of levying | pass and repass upon them, I should like to know | constitution for the benefit of foreign nations, and 
juty on tonnage. If Congress does not possess if it has not committed itself to keep these public | for the welfare of other countries. 
the power to levy a duty on tonnage and toimprove highways in repair? It is that fact that enables the Mr. H. went on to inquire if it was possible that 
harbors and rivers, then Congress does not possess | General Government to take toll on these waters, | such an instrument could have been framed by the 
the power to keep ships in time of peace, or to de- | to erect custom-houses, and to receive money for | makers of the Constitution, and by any fair inter- 
clare war; and perhaps the President so thought | licenses. It is because they have declared them to | pretation be susceptible of being so perverted. 
Gentlemen may talk about the Constitution as 


when he brought on this Mexican war himself. | be highways, free and open for all the citizens of 
Perhaps that was the reason why he did notapply | these United States. And as the States have sur- | much as they will, but, as was not inappropriately 
‘0 Congress to declare war, and, Jackson-like, | rendered their power to the General Government, |, said in jest by the gentleman from North Carolina, 

| it is bound in good faith to carry out the power for | [Mr. »] you have no Constitution. Has 


«took the responsibility.” ; 
Now, I say, we should either exercise this || the general good of the whole. the Constitution ever stood in the way of the party 
But the friends of these improvements, sir, have | now in power? Has it prevented anything which 


That opinion was shadowed forth 
in the preamble: ‘* We, the people of the United 


whole power In a judicious manner, for the good 
of the whole people of these United States, or give | been charged with a violation of the Constitution. | the President and his parasites have thought proper 
ack to the various States the power on these dif- || We have been told, that Congress has no power || tocarry out? All power is now vested in the domi- 
ferent subjects which they possessed before the | to make appropriations for such improvements. || nant party; and so long as that party shall continue 
Union. Will you split up these powers, and ap- || From whom does that allegation come? From the || to reign, whatever does not square with the views 
ortion them amongst the States? It is impossi- || President of the United States and his party. Not || and purposes of the party is unconstitutional; 
ble. You cannot do it. || all his party, sir; for a portion at least of them who || while, on the other hand, whatever they wish to 
But, sir, the President tells us further that we || occupy seats on this floor, have come up and sus- || accomplish, be it what it may, is all perfectly con- 
may go on and improve rivers and harbors by | tained the right of Congress to make these appro- || stitutional. All the powers of this Government 
means of this tonnage duty. 1 ask how this is to | priations. ‘The President talks about strict con- || are rapidly concentrating in the person of the Pres- 
be done? Here is the State of Pennsylvania, for | struction of the Constitution. Inoneof the closing | ident. Gentlemen talk about the Baltimore reso- 
instance: how is she to improve the Ohio river, || paragraphs of his celebrated veto message, he | lutions, and about not paralyzing the will of the 
| 
| 
| 


which is beyond her borders? Here are Pennsyl- || says: | people; but what is it that the President can ask 
vania, Virginia, Ohio, Kentucky, and Illinois, all “In the meantime, I deem it proper to add, that the in- || that he has not alwars got, so long as he had a 
interested in the improvement of the Ohio river. | a _ “= ames a te on oo — or majority in this House? What great measure, 
:, , : ; | lan ever with the solemn conviction tha re useluiness ai 

Suppose Pennsylvania ‘were permitted by law to || permanency of this Government, and the happiness of the | 


whether of a financial or of any other kind, has not 
levy a duty on tonnage, where would she expend || inillions over whom it spreads its protection, will be best || been first originated by the President or by one of 
her money? How is the Ohio river to be improved 


| promoted by carefully abstaining from the exercise of all || the heads of department who have been selected to 
by that? Here is the State of Ohio on the one powers not clearly granted by the Constitution.” || do his pleasure? I detest, I abominate and abhor 
| 

} 

' 


side and Virginia on the other. We are told that Yes, sir, ** carefully abstaining from the exercise || this one-man power. I am utterly opposed toa 
two States may enter into an agreement for that | of all powers not clearly granted by the Constitu- || consolidated government. What honeyed lan- 
purpose; but they cannotdo it. The Constitution | tion!’? That all ioaaie very well, sir. If the || guage do we not hear on this subject from gentle- 
forbids States to enter into any compact. ‘ No | President’s practice was only in accordance with || menon the other side! How eloquently they can 
State shall enter into any treaty, alliance, or con- | his faith, he would be an exemplary statesman, || declaim against the threatening dangers of aconsol- 
federation,’’ is the language of the Constitution. | indeed. But I would like to propound to his Ex- || idated government; yet what else is our Govern- 
But, if you remove that difficulty, what then? If || cellency two or three questions on this subject. I || ment at this hour? Ru power, the whole Govern- 
Ohio agrees, Virginia may disagree. If Kentucky || would like to know in what clause of the Consti- || ment, is now virtually in the President, and he 
consents, Illinois may not do so. How, then, are | tution he finds power to annex a foreign Govern- || wields and exercises it just as he pleases. Let a 
you to improve your harbors and rivers? I men- || menttothis Union? I would like to know in what || man have the boldness to differ from his views, and 
tion these as instances to show the difficulties || part of the Constitution he finds power to extend || let him have the temerity to avow that difference 
which present themselves, for we have rivers pass- || our laws over China? And yet he recommended | on this floor, and he is denounced in the * Union’? 
ing through many States. The thing is impos- || in his annual message, that our laws should be | before the next twenty-four hours. Forthwith he 
sible. '| extended over a portion of China. The President || must walk the plank. He had but one alternative, 
Well, sir, if you have no power to improvethese | would confer an obligation on me and on this || either to stand on the platform with the Executive 

rivers and harbors—if you have no power to re- | House, if, under his rule of strict construction, he | or to be pushed into the sea, And that is not con- 
move a rock or a sandbar or a snag, which, in the || would point out the section and paragraph of the || solidation! Certainly not: consolidation? not at 
West, are known as “ Polk stalks’’—I should like || Constitution whence he derives that power. I || all. Measures are willed by the President, and 
to know how you get the power to erect light- || would like to know, too, whence he derives his |, the Preside t is elected by the people; ergo, what- 
houses, and to place buoys to point out the dangers || power to authorize a survey of the Dead Sea? I || ever measures he wishes are the measures of the 
of navigation on the seacoast, and to put up marks || would like to know whence he derives his power, | people, and his will is the willof the people. ‘That 
for the guidance of mariners? Where do you de- || after he has conquered by the arms of this Union || istheargument. But I go fora truly popular Gov- 
rive your power? How does it come to pass that || a neighboring republic, or even portions of its || ernment; by which I mean a Government in which 
you pass laws regulating the number of longboats || territory, to establish a system of civil government | all great measures of public policy originate with 
and steamboats, and give tokens or signs to the || there? Yet, sir, by a single dash of the same pen || the people themselves. 
boatmen that they may know which course to steer || that wrote the passage which I have just read, our || But time will not allow me to dwell longer on 
and which toavoid? Wheredo you get that power? || revenue laws are extended .over the Republic of || this question of the constitutionality of the bill. 
If you have no control over the western rivers at || Mexico. I should like exceedingly well to hear || Suffer me on this point to read a short extract from 
all—if you have no power to improve them, where || from the President, or from some friend of his on || a letter addressed by a very distinguished gentle- 
do you get your power to erect custom-houses, || this floor, whence the President derives his power || man, to whom I presume gentlemen will not object 
and take money from the pockets of the steamboat || to establish a system of civil government in New | as a high constitutional authority. I refer to the 
owners before you allow them to sail on those || Mexico, or California, or Tamaulipas, or Coa- || letter of Colonel Benton. What does he say? I 
rivers? or to legislate at all on the subject of steam- | huila, or Santa Fé, or to authorize a survey of the || will read it for the benefit of our friends over the 
boat navigation, imposing heavy penalties for not | Isthmus of Tehuantepec? What is the object of | way: 
having longboats, water-buckets, lights, &c.? [n | the survey of that isthmus? Why, says a gentle- «“ ete mie 0 sever ae —_ grent wea * yes 
my . . . : : i } ich the Convention is calle ve ear md a 
aan bt mten. the President appoints cus- || man near me, it is for the purpose of aoe a | — wi - eB egy ie ih doubt of the Se 
; cers, and there he takes money for || canal or a railroad. I suppose it will bea canal. || Sititionality or expediency of bringing that navigation 
licenses for boats to run on the river, and inspec- So, then, the President derives power from the | 

| 

| 

| 

! 


within the circle of internal improvement by the Federal 
torsof engines. But this is not regulating com- || Constitution to go into the territory of a sister re- || Government, when the object to be improved should be one 
merce in the sense contended for by the President. || public and conquer it, and then go to work to make || of general and national importance.” 
te takes money for a license to run upon that || canals there, while we are told we have not power A Voice: ‘“ That will not be admitted as good 
river, over which he says he has no control. I || to improve the great highways that nature has || authority now.” 
Should like to know what right he has to send || made in this country, and which are laid down on | Mr. H. Possibly it may not be now: for they 
custom-house officers there to take our money, if || our maps. Why, it would seem from this hasty 


i | change their principles so often, that one can 

e has no business there—if he has no control || review of the subject that the Constitution was | 
over them whatever. What right have you to col- | made for the benefit of foreign nations, and not of | 
| || this country. Everything that tends to benefit the | 


scarcely tell what they are: it once was good au- 
thority. 


I propose now to call the attention of the House 


lect duties from our owners of steamboats, and put lend t 
itinto the treasury of the United States, if those || people of this country is unconstitutional, while all || to the importance, necessity, and propriety of ap- 
rivers are exclusively within the jurisdiction of the | that is calculated to benefit foreign trade and for- | ropriating money, and that with no stinted hand, 
States, and if Congress has no control over them? | eign nations is perfectly constitutional. When our || but to an extent commensurate with the magni- 
hat right is founded alone on the assumption that || forefathers framed this sacred instrument they were || tude of the great interests involved, to the improve- 
these rivers are great national highways, open to | egregiously in error, if this construction is true. || ment of our western rivers. 
all the citizens of the United States. As far back | They none they were adopting a form of con- || _[ shall be forced to confine my attention to some 
88 1787 it was expressly declared, by an ordinance '! stitution which would be beneficial to the people of |) of the great points in the Mississippi valley, and 
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unwillingly to omit a reference to the trade of the | With a boat of this description from three to four || merce, not a dollar is expended to aid t} 
great lakes, and the propriety of improving the || months were consumed in making a trip from '| commercial interest of the people of the Mi 


lake harbors. Other gentlemen who will follow New Orleans to St. Louis. In 1819 the voyage | 
me will do ample justice to that subject. If I say | occupied a steamboat twenty-seven days. Now 
nothing now on that part of the subject, it is not || jt is accomplished in less than four days. 

because I do not most ardently desire to see those The annual exports from the lower part of the | 
great interests regarded and provided for as they || Mississippi valley for the year 1802 amounted to | 
about $2,160,000, and the imports to about $2,500,- 


deserve to be; but my time is limited, and I fear 
I shall not have popemnny to say half I desired || 900. For the year 1846 the receipts from the upper | 


and intended. I refer gentlemen on that subject 
to the report of the Chicago Convention, and to the 
official survey of the lakes by our topographical 


In 1817, when steam was first introduced upon the | 
| Mississippi, the whole commerce, from New Or- | 
engineers submitted during this present session. leans to the upper country, was transported in | 
What is the extent of the great Mississippi val- || about twenty barges, of an average of 100 tons each, | 
ley? . and making one trip ina year. The number of | 
It is a vast fertile valley extending from the | keel boats on the Ohio was about 160, carrying | 
sources of the Mississippi in the north, to the Gulf || thirty tonseach. The whole tonnage was estimated | 
of Mexico in the south, and from the Alleghany || at between 6,000 and 7,000 tons. 
Mountains in the east, to the Rocky Mountains in In 1836 (a period of nineteen years) the number | 
the west. of steambeats on the Mississippi and its tributaries | 
But yesterday, this vast region was an unbroken || was 230, and their tonnage 39,000. 
wilderness; now it embraces eleven entire States, || Ip 1840 the number of steamboats was 285—tonnage 49.800 | 


with parts of two others, and two Territories. It | DB. «508 iis ARES aticveuedl 450....d0....90,000 | 
contains about 5200 ,000 sar IG =i ee eee oeOierces, ccc MbdbenesOO. cde I 
ere - out 1,200,000 square miles, or 768,000, 1844...... Ee nasceseul Dic sct cweeke 686....do...144,150 | 
000 of acres—more than ten times as large as the | eT ae ee a> **aRg) | do. 159°713 | 
kingdom of Great Britain—containing a population 1846...... Weiccs nuked dO... 2. +2.+1,190....d0, , 249,050 | 
of nearly 12,000,000, equal to that of all the Atlan- 1847...... G0..00% -+++.do about. .1,200 


tic States, and nearly e ual to one-half the popula- 


‘ The value of the property transported in 1847 
tion of the kingdom of Great Britain—that being 


27,830,105. Western produce shipped to New Orleans..... °$84,912,810 
Cast your eyes into the future fora ov of || Produce — from port to port for home 90,000,000 | 
. } CONSUMPUON..... 06. Peewee eee sees eeee eee | 
only sixty years, and suppose the population to Shipped through Pittsburg and the canals for sib 
increase in the same ratio of the past sixty years, the waters of the Ohio and Mississippi...... 84,000,000 





(doubling every ten years,) at the end of that pe- | 
riod you would see spread over this fertile valley, | 
if capable of sustaining them, more than six hun- | 
dred millions of human beings! Make every rea- 
sonable deduction in this calculation, and your 
children now living will see the population of this || 
valley equal at least to that of the whole of Eu- 
rope. ‘* Europe comprises 61 independent States, | 
‘of these 3 are empires, 16 kingdoms, 7 grand | 
* duchies, 1 electorate, 11 duchies, 1 landgravate, | 
* 11 principalities, 1 lordship, 1 ecclesiastical state, | 
‘and 9 republics.’ The population of the whole 
is about two hundred and forty millions. 

What is the length of the navigable and of the | 
boatable rivers in this great valley? On this sub- 
ject permit me to quote from the same authority 
and from the same document. I mean Colonel 
Benton’s letter to the Chicago Convention: 

‘* Many years ago the late Governor Clarke and myself 
undertook to calculate the extent of the boatable water in 
the valley of the Mississippi: we made it about 50,090 miles, 
of which 30,000 were computed to unite above St. Louis, 
and 20,000 below. Of course, we counted all the infant 
streams on which a flat, a keel, or a batteau could be float- 
ed, and justly; for every tributary, of the humblest boatable | 


character, helps to swell not Only the volume of the central 
waters, but of the commerce upon them.” 


Total value of produce shipped........ %258,912.810 


Tt is estimated that the foreign merchandise, coin, 
bullion, and other articles received in exchange 
amount to the same sum. The value of the prop- 
erty, then, shipped on the Mississippi and its trib- 
utaries would amount in one year to the sum of 
say $500,000,000; a sum far exceeding in value all 
our commerce with foreign nations. 

And here I must be permitted to notice particu- 
larly the trade, &c. on the Ohio river, at its head, 
the city of Pittsburg. (For this I am indebted to 
Mr. Bingham:) 

Steamboats belonging to and built at the port of Pittsburg, as 
appears by the books of the collector. 


In 1844 there were built and enrolled 44—tonnage 7,034 
TEAS... ccccccccecs GOs 00000000000 058deecclOeec cd Ole 
BONG . 060 cscs cece 0 BO. sccvcces tecebbeescOOees Se 
1BA7 00s ccec cece ceAOcecevcee sess vcddeeeeGOree.Dphid 








197 30,596 

The whole number of steamboats belonging to 

the port of Pittsburg, on the Ist of January, 1848, 

was one hundred and nine; the total tonnage of 
this port on the same day was 28,000 tons. 

The cost of building and fitting out steamboats 

on the western rivers averages $80 perton. Hence 








An official report states the length of streams | 
navigable by steamboats at 16,000 miles. The 
navigation of these “ inland s *’ the i 
rivers, is obstructed b ioe mene 4 || per ton, would be $2,240,000. 

, : y Li Siti, os As time will not permit me to go through all the 
and falls. They need the fostering hand of Gov- | details: I t r t if with showing th 
ernment to make them, what nature designed them || eer Fan Prager a ¢ aa by ae t Th ° 
to be, the great arteries of this immense region of || er eae Tite divine ee Re _ 


country, along which shail flow, free and unob- | : 
; . ; bo 1,707, 3 le 
structed, its commerce, its agricultural products, : ea? —_ ae 3178, we 3 57463 ra 


its minerals, and its manufactures T Ss ois . 
: : hus it will be seen that in four years the travel 
We invoke the fostering hand of the General || , 4 trade on the river has been doubled. 


Government to improve the navigation of these od 
: ; : To carry out the last year more fully, it will show 
eat nat 4 | Te ’ 
great national highways, and thus increase the the following result: 


facility of bringing the agricultural products of the | ; 
country toa market. We have ns the vast ad- | Caer wie... Sie Sage... 
vantages enjoyed by our brethren on the Atlantic ee a Tas 
or on the Gulf. We are shut in between two vast Add one-third over custom-house measurement.248.310 
chains of mountains; but we believe our Govern- || Fiat and keel-boat arrivals 764, tonnage........ 20.730 
ment has the power to confer on us a benefit so | 1.013.970 
greatly needed, and we call on it to exert that a-Si ns 
power for good. ; || This is the entire tonnage of the Ohio river land- 
And here let me invite the attention of the | ed at the port of Pittsburg. 
House to the increase of the commerce and agricul- || About ten millions of bushels of coal from the 
ture of this great valley, exhibiting a growth as | Monongahela and about seventy-five millions of 
astonishing and almost incredible as that of its 1 feet of lumber from the Alleghany river descends 
i} 
i] 








navigation. ; the Ohio every year. 

The first vessel which navigated our streams || From these statistical details, which rest on the 
was the frail Indian canoe, constructed of bark. | highest authority, it will appear that the internal 
This sort of vehicle has even yet scarcely ceased; | commerce of our great western valley amounts in 
and, though the Indian eer has scarcely | value to double that of the foreign commerce of the 
died in the bosom of our forests, these rivers are || country. Yet notwithstanding this well authenti- 
already covered with steamers of the largest size. cated fact, while we send ambassadors, chargés, 
Next came the Mackinaw boat, carrying from | and consuls to all the countries of the world, and 
1,500 pounds to three tons; and next came the |, maintain fleets in every sea; while we spend mil- 
keel-boat, or barge, of from thirty to forty tons. ‘ lions on millions for the protection of foreign com- 





| country at New Orleans amounted to $77,193,464. | h 


| 
i 
| 
| 
was— | 
i 
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the original cost of the tonnage of this port, at $80 || g 
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valley. We do not complain of what you do for 


| the foreign commerce of the country: it is all as it 
|| Should be: what we complain of, and justly, jg 
. , 


that we, with a commerce double in amou; 


rt, get 
not a dollar for ours. * 


| ° ° 
| Weare taxed to sustain this Government; we 


fight your battles. I know not how many men may 
ave gone from the district of the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. Smrrn] over the way, but I do know 


| that five companies were mustered in the county of 


| Alleghany alone, whose numbers, according to our 
latest accounts, have dwindled down so that the 
| average diminution averages twenty-four men from 
/each company. We bear your burdens; we sys. 
| tain your armies; we pay your taxes; and all we 
ask in return is the fostering hand of our own Goy- 
| ernment to protect so vast an interest as [ have 
| stated. Nor do we beg this asa favor. No; the 
West asks no favors, as she shrinks from no re- 
sponsibilities. We demand it as our right. 

Mr. Hampron’s hour here expired, and the floor 
was obtained by— 

Mr. SAWYER, of Ohio, who said he had not 
| risen to debate the bill, or to make a speech on that 
or any other subject, (not even the Presidency.) 
| He thought we had had quite enough speeches on 
| the subject; the subject was well understood on all 


|| hands. He had risen to move the previous ques- 
|, tion. 





After a brief conversation as to whether the pre- 
vious question should be put now or in the morn- 
| Ing, it was agreed, as the hour was late, to defer it 
till to-morrow. 

And thereupon, the House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &c. 
The following memorials and petitions were 


|| presented under the rule, and referred: 


By Mr. WHITE: The petition of D. G. Garnsey, praying 
Congress for pay for services during the war with Great 
Britain. 

By Mr.GAYLE: A memorial of the citizens of Mobile, 
asking an appropriation to deepen the channel of Mobile bay. 

By Mr. HALL, of Missouri: The petition of William 
Gibson, asking pay for certain property lost while in the 
service of the United States. Also, a petition from various 
citizens from the State of Missouri, asking a grant of land 
to the Hannibal and Saint Joseph Railroad Company. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas: The petition of Joseph 
Jester, a captured volunteer, praying relief. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The memorial of the steamboat agents 
of the city of St. Louis, asking speedy action upon some 
system of legislation to guard against the recurrence of acci- 
dents in steamboats. 

By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of James 8S. McGinnis, 
of Ross county, Ohio, praying that he may be paid his ac- 
count against the United States, for subsistence furnished 
for ninety-three men in the second regiment of Ohio volun- 


ers, 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of C. 
Evans, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, praying Congress to pass 
a Jaw authorizing the Government to purchase his patent- 
right for the prevention of explosions of steam-boilers. 

By Mr. CHAPMAN: Tbe memorial of the Corporation of 

eorgetown, upon the subject of the navigation of the Po- 
tomac, and asking and appropriation for the improvement of 
its channel. 

By Mr. SILVESTER: A remonstrance of certain inhab- 
itants of Green county, New York, against the renewal of 
the patent formerly granted to Jethro Wood. 

By Mr. BLANCHARD: The petition of John Dearment, 
of Holidaysburg, Pennsylvania, praying for a law to be passed 
which shall empower the Postmaster General to make an 
allowance to Mr. Dearment on his conwact No. 1691. 

By Mr. MANN: The Petition of Frederick Taylor, of 
Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, a soldier in the late 

| war with England. praying for a pension. Also, the petition 

of Henry Neely, of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, 3 
soldier in the late war with England, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. PILLSBURY: The memorial of citizens of the 

collection district of Saluria, Texas, praying the removal ot 
| the custom-house to Decrow’s Point. ; 

By Mr. GRINNELL: The petition of Barton Ricketson, 
asking compensation for removing wrecks from the harbor 

formed by the Delaware Breakwater. = . 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi : The petition of Ww. 

| H. Cleveland, J. A. Talbot, N. Holley, J. R. Nixon, and J. 

Elmer, praying the change of the custom-house from Shields 

borough to Biloxi, Mississippi. a 

By Mr. STUART, of Michigan: The petition of 89 citi- 
zens of lonia county, Michigan, for the removal of the seat 
of Government of the United States to Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Also, the petition of citizens of St. Joseph county, Michigao, 
and vicinity, for an increase of the pay of the postmaster ‘ 
Motteville, in said county. Also, the petition of citizens 0 
Marshall, Calhoun county, Michigan, that a post route from 
that place to Michigan, the capital. of the State, via a 
Rapids, be established, and that the mail be transpo 
thereon six times pr week. bie 

By Mr. CRANSTON : The petition of the American In- 
surance Company and other citizens of Rhede Island, mer- 
chants, ship owners, and ship-masters, praying that & _ 
phin be placed on Long Bed, in Providence river. Also, the 
petition of Thomas R. Hazard and 302 other citizens of 4 
town of Newport and vicinity, in the State of Rhode Isla 
against the further prosecution of the war against Mexico. 
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jaware county, Ohio, asking the establishment of a post 
office al Stratiord, in sad Delaware county, 

py Mr. DUER: ‘The petition of sundry citizens of the 
United States, residing at the port of Oswego, in the State 
of New York, praying for an appropriation for the recon- 
srruction of the piers and the improvement of the harbor at 

a, 

Opy Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Thomas H. Good- 
win, Arad Kent, and others, citizens of Suinmit county, 
Obio, remonstrating against the passage of the bill renewing 
to the heirs of Jethro Wood the patent for the cast-iron 

ough, for various reasons, and among them because the 
‘aid Jethro Wood and his heirs have already enjoyed the 
patent for a period of twenty-eight years. 





PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 


Yesterday morning, in the House of Representatives, Mr. 
CuaRLes Brown asked permission of the House to make a 
personal explanation ; which was refused. 

itis understood that Mr. Brown desired to notice a para- 
graph in the remarks of Mr. Levin, as reported to have been 
delivered yesterday, which was not spoken by him in debate. 
Tye following note from Mr. Levin will fully explain the 

atter. 

7 Brown requests us to say, that had the remarks been 
made in the House, he would have given them the same 
notice as he did the other portions of Mr. Levin’s remark. 
To the Editors of the National Intelligencer : 

sins: I feel it due to my colleague, the Hon. Cuar.es 
Brown, to say that the following paragraph, though forming 
apart of my notes, was not delivered in the House. In re- 
porting, as I do, my Own speeches from my own notes, it is 


often impossible to remember whether each point had been 
really discussed in the House. Respectfully 
L. C. LEVIN. 


“Otherwise he certainly would not have given it a per- 
sonal application. If t remember aright, the people of that 
district which [ now have the honor to represent once ele- 
vated my colleague from the third Congressional district to 
aseat in the councils of the nation. So long as Rome or 
Ireland ruled ithe represented it. He seems to think that 
the spirit of ‘ incendiarism’ still slumbers amongst that patri- 
otic and much injured people. Whether he will have equal 
reason to defame those whom he now represents, the next 
Congressional election in Pennsylvania will decide.” 





IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, March 9, 1848. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented a peti- 
tion from the attorneys for the Choctaw Indians, 
asking such action as may be necessary to protect 
their legal rights for services rendered in prosecu- 
tion of their claims growing out of the treaty of 
Dancing Rabbit Creek; which was referred to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial from the New 
York Historical Society, asking that Congress will 
take such steps as will ensure a more perfect and 
satisfactory census in 1850; and that the act au- 
thorizing the next census should be passed by the 
present Congress; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 


Mr. DIX also presented a petition from citizens 
of New York, asking the privilege of importing 
wheat free of duty, for the purpose of being ground 
for exportation; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. FOOTE presented a petition from citizens 
of Mississippi in relation to the establishment of 
a mail route; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


Mr. FOOTE also presented the proceedings of 
ameeting of the Baptist Convention of Mississippi, 
asking that a territory may be set apart for the ex- 
clusive use and occupancy of the Indian tribes; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, 

Mr. CORWIN presented a petition from Mary 

nn W. Van Ness, praying an extension of the 
appellate jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the 
United States; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported House bill su plemental te the 
act entitled ** An act concerning the Supreme Court 
of the United States,” approved June 17, 1844, 
without amendment. 

_ The bill from the House farther to supply defi- 
clencies in the appropriations for the service of the 
fiscal year efiding 30th June, 1848, was read a first 
and second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 
. Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, rose to make 
inquiry of the Presiding Officer, whether there had 

een received any answer to a resolution which he 
(Mr. 3) had submitted on the 30th day of De- 
cember last, calling for a detailed statement of the 
number of troops called into service since the 13th 


: } 
By Mr. DUNCAN, of Ohio: The petition of citizens of 
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of May, 1846, the number killed, the number that |! Chair put the question on the appeal thus: * Shall 


| the decision of the Chair stand as the judgment of 
The VICE PRESIDENT answered, that it did | 


not appear from the Journal that any such reply | 


had died, &c. 


had been received. 





- 


the House?” 
Tellers were called for, and Messrs. Henry 


and Potiock were appointed, and they reported 


Mr. JOHNSON then gave notice that unless it || 84 in the affirmative, and 18 in the negative; no 


was answered within,a day or two he would re- 
new the call. 


The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
Executive business at twenty minutes past twelve 
o’clock, and remained therein until nearly six, 
when the doors were reopened, and 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 10, 1848. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

Mr. SAWYER moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill to renew the patent heretofore grant- 
ed to Hamilton Lapham was committed to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. HENLEY said if the motion was agreed 
to, he would make a report referring the matter to 
the Commissioner on Patents for his investigation 
and decision. 

Mr. VENABLE moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. Agreed to. 


PRIVATE BILLS. 

On motion of Mr. CROWELL, the House re- 
solved itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
private calendar, (Mr. Bropueap, of Pennsylvania, 
in the chair.) 

The first bill on the calendar was a bill for the 
relief of Anthony Walton Bayard. 

After a few remarks by Messrs. BOWLIN, 
SAWYER, POLLOCK, and CUMMINS— 

Mr. CUMMINS moved to amend the bill by 
striking out the retrospective clause and inserting 
an amendment granting a pension at the rate of $12 
per month, to continue during his natural life. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL make some urgent 
remarks in support of the bill and amendment; 
and when he concluded— 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved to amend Mr. Cum- 
mins’s amendment by striking out ‘$12’? and 
inserting ‘* $20”’ per month. Disagreed to. 

Mr. FULTON moved to strike out  $12’’ and 
and insert $15” per month. Agreed to. 
ae bill was then laid aside to be reported to the 

ouse. 


The bill next taken up was a bill to extend to 
John J. Adams a patent for flattening cylinder 
window glass. 

A discussion followed, in which Messrs. SAW- 
YER, HENLEY, EVANS, CUMMINS, BOW- 
LIN, and NELSON, participated. 

After various and ineffectual efforts to amend 
the bill, it was eventually so amended as to_pro- 
vide ‘that the application of John J. Adams for 
‘an extension of the patent heretofore granted to 
‘him for his invention of a machine for flattening 
‘cylinder window glass may be made at any time 
‘ within six months after the passage of this act, 
‘in the manner prescribed by existing laws, with 
‘ the like effect and the sam® privileges and advan- 
‘tages as though he had made such application 
‘ within the time prescribed by existing laws: Pro- 
‘ vided, That no right of action shall accrue to the 
‘said John J. Adams by virtue of said extension 
‘ for any violation of the patent so extended which 
‘ shall happen within six months after the renewal 
‘ of such patent shall be granted.” 

Mr. SAWYER then moved that the bill be laid 
aside to be reported to the House, with the recom- 
mendation that it do not pass. 

After some debate, the committee was divided 
on the motion, when it appeared a quorum did not 


vote. 
The CHAIRMAN was proceeding to execnte 
the 126th rule, which requires the roll to be called 
and the names of the absentees reported to the 
House, when 
Mr. DUER raised a point of order. He con- 
tended that the fact that a quorum had not voted 
was not proof that a quorum was not present. 
The CHAIR decided that the rule was impera- 
tive, and had been so decided by his predecessors. 
Mr. TOOMBS said he should appeal from that 
decision if the Chair did not permit the House to 
be the judge and interpreter of its own rules. 
After some conversation thereon, in which Mr. 
SIMS, Mr. SAWYER, and others took part, the 


| 









| 


quorum voting. 

The CHAIRMAN (having so large a majority 
of those who voted, though less than a quorum to 
sustain him) directed the roll to be called, in ac- 
cordance with the rule; and when it was called 
through— 

The committee rose and reported the bill pro- 
viding for the payment of arrearages of pension 
to Anthony Walton Bayard. 

The CHAIRMAN also reported that the com- 
mittee had found itself without a quorum, and that 
the roll had been called in accordance with the rule 
of the House. He further reported that 137 mem- 
| bers had answered to their names; he reported fur- 
| ther the names of the absentees, that they might 
| be entered on the Journal. 

Mr. McCLELLAND rose and said the House 
would remember that thirty of its members were 
| absent by leave of the House, attending the re- 
mains of. the late Joun Q. Apams to their last 
| resting-place, and he wished to know if those 
names would be entered on the Journal as absent- 


ees? He thought, according to what he deemed 
a proper construction of the rule, those names 
should not be recorded amongst those of the ab- 


sentees, inasmuch as they were absent by leave of 
the House. 

The SPEAKER was understood to say that the 
fact should be noted on the Journal. 

Mr. PALFREY moved that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourn to Monday next. 

r. SAWYER demanded the yeas and nays; 
and, on a count, it appeared that there were for 
taking the yeas and nays 24, against it 97. 

So the yeas and nays were not ordered. 
BREACH OF PRIVILEGE. 
Before the vote was announced, the House was 
thrown into confusion by a personal conflict be- 


|} tween Mr. Haraztson and Mr. G. W. Jones. 


These gentlemen had been seated in conversation 
at a desk in the front row, to the right of the Chair, 
with Mr. Bown between them; and the collision 
was sudden ar’ inexplicable to the House. Sev- 
eral members in their immediate neighborhood 
promptly mrpoae and separated them, and 

The SPEAKER called upon the members of the 
House to resume their seats. 

Some degree of order having been restored, 

Mr. SAWYER rose and said he pn the gen- 
tlemen would make the necessary explanation and 
apology to the House. 

The SPEAKER and Mr. SIMS rose simulta- 
neously. 

The SPEAKER announced the vote to the 
House; which we have stated above. 





Mr. SIMS said it was to prevent that announce- 
ment that he had risen, for it had occurred to him, 
and he was confirmed in that opinion by a gentle- 
man near him who was familiar with parliament- 
ary rules and practice, that the interposition of any 
business would preclude any action of the House 
on the occurrence which they had just witnessed. 

The SPEAKER replied that the gentleman was 
in error. 

Mr. SAWYER again called on the gentlemen to 
explain and apologize. 

r, JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved that the 
House proceed to the regular orders; but gave way 


to 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES, who rose and said: 
Mr. Speaker, I consider an apology due from me 
to this House. ea my part, I have 
got into a difficulty in this House while it is in 
session—improperly, I am ready to admit, being 
in the House. To the House, then, sir, lowe an 
apology. I hope the House will receive it, and 
excuse me for being concerned in an indiscretion, 
and I may say an indignity offered to the House. 

Mr. HARALSON said, that those who had ob- 
served his course as a member on that floor, could 
not but know that he had always respected the 
order of the House, and had uniformly endeavored 
to preserve it. It was therefore with regret that 
he now found himself called on by the occurrence 
which had just taken place, to apologize to the 
House. No one could regret more than he did, 
that the unpleasant sceneawhich had just been wit- 
nessed taken place in the House. If there 
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was anything he desired more than another for 
Congress, it was a constant observance of decorous 
and orderly conduct in conducting the public busi- 
ness. Perhaps it would not be proper for him to 
allude to the cirgumstances which led to the diffi- 
culty. Suffice it to say, they had been such as he 
had thought himself justified in what he had done, 
though, up to that ume, so far as he knew, the 
most frendly relations had existed between him- 
self and the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to adjourn; but the 
motion exciting loud cries of dissent in all quar- 
ters, Mr. S. withdrew it. 

Mr, JONES, of Tennessee, said, that up to the 
very moment of the occurrence which the House 
had witnessed, no unkindness had prevailed be- 
tween the gentleman from Georgia and himself; 
on the contrary, he had always viewed that gentle- 
man as his friend. 


Another motion being made for an adjourn- 
ment— 

‘The SPEAKER reminded the mover that there 
was already a motion pending, that when the 
blouse adjourns, it adjourn ull Monday next. 

The yeas and nays were demanded; but, before 
they were ordered— 

Mr.'THOMPSON, of Mississippi, observed, that 
he had not been present when the collision took 
place between the two gentlemen; but he now un- 
drstood that it was purely a matter of the moment, 
and that all difficulty between his two friends had 
been already arranged. Yet he thought it was 

oper that some action should be taken by the 
louse in reference to the occurrence, and he had 


i 
} 


/ anc 


therefore drawn up a resolution, which he would | 


beg leave to send to the Chair. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. No good could arise from having 
the private quarrels between members of the House 
spread upon the Journal. 

‘The motion to lay on the table was negatived. 

‘The question was put on the motion that when 
this House adjourns, it will adjourn till Monday 
next, and it was agreed to. 


A motion was made that the House do now ad- | 


journ, 
nays: Yeas 31, nays 123. 

The resolution offered by Mr. Toompson was 
then read, as follows: 

Resolved, That a select committee of five members be ap- 


It was decided in the negative by yeas and | 


pointed, who shall inquire into and report to the House the | 


ficts in relation to the personal rencontre on the floor ef the 
ITouse, during its session to-day, between the members from 
Georgia and Tennessee, the honorable Messrs. HARALSON 
and Jones, and also what proceedings in their judgment are 
necessary for the vindication of the dignity of this House. 
Mr. WASHINGTON HUNT, of New York, 
expressed his hope that the resolution would be 
adopted, and he tendered to the gentleman from 
Mississippi his thanks for having offered it. It was 
true, the occurrence had been very properly eet 
gized for; yet the House owed it to its own digni- 
ty and self-respect, that measures be taken to pre- 
vent the occurrence of like scenes in future. If 
there was anything in which the people of the 
country took a just pride, it was in the orderly 


deportment of their Representatives in that House; | 


and when outrages of this kind were perpetrated 
in what was especially their own Hall, the people 
felt themselves wounded. Perhaps it was not 
necessary that anything further need be said in 
regard to the past; but certainly the House owed 
it to themselves to take some action in the matter, 
and he did not see how they could adopt a more 
proper resolution than that which had just been 
moved. He hoped it would be adopted. 

Mr. BEDINGER moved to adjourn, but great 
disapprobation being manifested, Mr. B. withdrew 
the motion. 


Mr. McLANE observed that the House had 


received an ample apology for what had taken | 


place, and the character and dignity of the House 
were thereby shielded; and, under such circum- 
stances, he could see no necessity for raising a com- 
mittee of inquiry. He was opposed to placing the 
personal quarrels and momentary disagreements of 
members of the House upon its Journals with a 
view of promoting its dignity; he thought it likely 
rather to have a contrary effect. He had not risen 
to speak to the resolution, but for a far more agree- 
able purpose; he rose to state to the House that 
the two gentlemen between whom an unpleasant 
collision had arisen, mutually regretted what had 
assed, and had mutually apologized to each other. 
They both felt that it was the result of a momen- 
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tary ebullition of passion, and regretted thata thing 
so foreign to the feelings they had always enter- 
tained toward each other should have occurred 
before the House and before the country. They | 
had, as he had stated, mutually and simultaneously 
expressed that regret, and sanana to each other. 
As a gentleman and a man of honor, Mr. McLane 
felt satisfied that this was the proper mode of set- 
tling the affair in cases where nothing but mutual | 
friendship and good will had previously existed , 
between the parties. | 

Mr. JONES repeated what he had already sta- 
ted, that, up to the moment when the collision had 
taken place, such an occurrence had been wholly | 
unexpected on his part. As an indignity to the 
House, and as a violation of its order, he deeply | 
regretted it; and he regretted it equally on account 
of the individual gentleman with whom the diffi- 
culty had occurred; in token of which he here 
unio him his hand. 

[Applause from the House and galleries. The | 
CHAIR called to order.] 

Mr. HARALSON said he accepted the gentle- | 
man’s hand, and regretted most sincerely what 
had happened under a momentary irritation; and 
he regretted it the more because, between the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee and himself there had al- 
ways existed the utmost kindness and friendship, | 

the met him now in a spirit of mutual respect. 
Mr. H. was perfectly willing, however, that the 
House should do whatever it might deem neces- | 
sary for the vindication of its own character and | 
dignity. Before sitting down he would again say | 
that his feelings toward his friend from Tennessee 
were just the same as ever. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, said he was | 
entirely satisfied with what had just been stated by 
both the gentlemen implicated in this unpleasant | 
affair, and he rejoiced that the resolution he had | 
offered had led to this making up between them; 
and if no objection should be made, he was willing | 
to withdraw his resolution. 

[Some faint expressions of objection were heard | 
in remote quarters of the House.] 

Mr. T. said, as he heard no gentleman object, | 
he withdrew his resolution. 

Several gentlemen here rose and said, ‘I ob- 
ject.”” 
' Mr. THOMPSON said he felt assured there 
could be no general objection—it could not go be- 
yond some three or four gentlemen: he would, 
therefore, take the responsibility of withdrawing 
the resolution. 

Mr. INGE moved to adjourn. Lost. 

Mr. FULTON moved that the House again re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole, and | 
resume the consideration of private bills. 


Mr. GIDDINGS said he rose to a question of | 


privilege, but as he saw a gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts who had probably risen for the same pur- 
pose, he would yield to him. 

Mr. HUDSON said he was not certain whether 
the resolution offered by the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi [Mr. THompson] was withdrawn or not. 

Mr. McLANE. Itis not withdrawn; the mover 
cannot withdraw it-~it is in possession of the 
House. 

Mr. HUDSON. Then am [ to understand that 
the resolution is pending? 

The CHAIR. The resolution is withdrawn; it 
has not been acted on, and is still within the power 
of the mover. 

Mr. THOMPSON said he had had no wish to 
withdraw the resolution if gentlemen were unwil- 
ling; and he would, therefore, re-move it, and let 
it remain before the House. 


Mr. HUDSON observed, that he had been about | 


to say, that while he had no personal feeling in 


this matter, and no desire that any unusual course | 


should be adopted in regard to it, he believed the 


course proposed by the gentleman from Mississippi | 


was the usual course, and as such he hoped it 
would not be objected to. If, as it sometimes hap- 
pened in matters of this kind, the entire blame 


| rested with one of the parties, while none what- 


ever attached itself to the other, and the House 
dismissed the matter so without further inquiry, 


injustice might be done, and blame left to rest | 


where it did not justly belong. It was therefore 
due to the parties concerned that a committee 
should be appointed, who should investigate the 
matter coolly and dispassionately; and some ten 
days hence, when all feeling hed measurably sub- 


|, the bearings of one upon the other. 








_March 10, 


recommend such measures as it would be proper 
for the House to adopt in view of all the cireyy,. 
stances. Mr. H. had witnessed several of thes, 
occurrences i 

Mr BEDINGER here rose and insisted that 
the gentleman was out of order. The resolytio, 
had been withdrawn, and the Chair had so pr... 
nounced. The gentleman was speaking to a rego. 
lution not before the House. 

The CHAIR stated that the gentleman from, 





|| Mississippi had re-moved the resolution, and the 


question was now on its adoption. 

Mr. HUDSON resumed. And though, in one of 
them, the parties engaged had made a prompt and 
humble confession to the House, and had apolo. 

| gized in the fullest manner to all concerned, yet, 
committee of investigation had nevertheless been 
appointed. Now, asa friend to both the gentle. 
men implicated on the present occasion—and he 
believed he might say that gentlemen generally on 
his own side of the House were sincerely the 
friends of both—he thought that the usual mode 
of proceeding had better be adopted. Let a com- 
mittee be appointed, and let them recommend the 
proper steps to be taken. If, in their judgment, 
some new rule could advantageously be adopted 
to prevent the like occurrences in future, it would 
be proper to include that in their report to the 
House. 

Mr. STEPHENS said he was entirely opposed 
to the adoption of the resolution. He had been 
here now for some years, and in that time he had 
witnessed several scenes approximating to that 
which had now occurred; but he had never seen 
any good, nor did he expect ever to see any, grow 
out of the appointment of investigating committees 
to report on the facts of the case. He did not be. 
lieve that any committee could report the facts, all 
the facts, with the various shades of difference in 

‘The two gen- 
tlemen here were personal friends. Of the genile- 
man from Georgia [Mr. Haratson] every one 

| would testify that there was not a more pacific or 

/a more uniformly decorous and orderly member 
on the floor. And the same might with truth be 
said of the gentleman from Tennessee. He neither 
knew nor had he ever seen anything to the con- 
trary in that gentleman. But all men were liable 

to be betrayed by a gust of sudden passion, and to 
act without caution and without reflection. 

But why, after both these gentlemen had made 
such an ample apology to the House, and had in 

| its presence become reconciled to each other, should 
any committee be appointed to tell the House the 
cause of the quarrel? Mr. S. did not care what it 
was; he did not want to know what it was; and, 

above all, he did not desire to see it put on the rec- 
ord of the House, spread out before the country 
| and the world. Let it be buried. He said bury 
| it; he cared not what it was. How would the dig- 
nity of the House be promoted by raking up the 
causes of this momentary difficulty between two 
| gentlemen who had always been good friends, and 
were now good friends again? The committee 
| would call up members before them, and one gen- 

_tleman would tell the story one way and another 

|, another way, and no two would ever tell it alike; 
|| while perhaps the very process of examination 
|| would give rise to new difficulties of the like sort. 

1 The dignity of the House required no such thing. 
| He moved to lay the resolution on the table. 
| The question being put, the Chair could not de- 
cide which side had it; and acount being called for— 

Mr. STEPHENS withdrew his motion. 

| Mr. DUER observed that he had had but little 

practical acquaintance with the House, and there- 
fore he could not say from experience whether in- 
vestigating committees, in cases of this kind, had 
been productive of good or not; but he thought 

'| that the appointment of such a committee in this 
case, if it did no other good, would at least serve 
to show that the House did not regard an occur- 
rence such as that which had now happened in its 
| presence as a matter to be passed over merely be- 
cause the parties who had been engaged were sat- 
isfied. The gentleman from Georgia seemed \ 
consider the matter as merely a question between 
those two gentlemen; but it was far otherwise. 

| The question was, whether it comported with the 
dignity of the House to suffer such things to pass 
| without its notice. To do so would be virtually ( 

| say to its members, Gentlemen, you may enges® 
in personal rencontres as often as 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


ou like, if you 


| ; 
sided, make a report of the facts to the House, and \) will only make apologies enough ward. 
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It is objected, that to appoint a committee will future, gentlemen could not, to use a Western | the gentleman would introduce a resolution direct- 
be to give publicity to the quarrels of members. | phrase, ‘‘ no way they could fix it,’’ make a setof ing a committee to inquire what action ought to be 
But that would give them no greater publicity; the | absolute rules to operate on Western men. They | taken by the House with that view, Mr. B. waa 
papers would take care of that. were not used to them. Itwasnotaccordingtotheir ready to vote for it. But the only inquiry now 

Mr. D. had no feeling in this matter. The oc- | notions and habits. Southern and Southwestern | was, whether the quarrel between the two mem- 
currence was one which did not reflect on the per- | men were, somehow, not so prudent, not so cal- | bers had been amicably and honorably adjusted. 
sonal character of the gentlemen involved. Any || culating, as the universal New England nation. || This had been done. “The two gentlemen were 
ventieman might, in an unguarded moment, be | (A laugh.) Nothing could make them so; it was | h sartily ashamed of what, ia a moment of passion, 
overcome by a gust of passion. It was not to | notin their nature. And when two good West- | had occurred between them, and they were de¢ ply 
junish these gentlemen Mr. D. was concerned; | ern and Southern friends had a little squabble for | mortified at its publicity. Why would gentlemen 
but he thought it due to the House that something | a minute or two between them, they were, forsooth, | seek to give it yet greater publicity? “This was 
should be done. Was this thing to go on forever? || to be expelled! Would Mr. W. think of expelling | the only object that would be attained by the reso- 
Mr. D. looked to the future; he desired a commit- || a friend of his for such a matter as had happened |, lution, and it was one which none should desire. 
tee to report a resolution, or propose a rule of the || here to-day? Nota whit of it. They had acted, | Mr. B. would suggest to the gentleman from New 
House, that for the future, gentlemen who should || momentarily, under an infirmity common to all | York to accomplish his object by offering an 
engage in these contests on the floor of the House || men born in the South and in a West. They | amendment to the resolution. : 
should be expelled. He desired no such thing to | would do these things now and then,and mancould |) Mr. TUCK was gratified by observing the uni- 
be done now. Toexpel gentlemen without a pre- | enact no laws that would prevent them. And they || versal tenderness which had been manifested to- 
vious warning would seem harsh; but really gen- || did not think hard of such little occurrences: they || ward the gentlemen who had been concerned in 
tlemen seemed practically to forget what that | meant no harm by it. They often got into a little || this affair, and in that tenderness Mr. T. cordially 
House was: it was notan association of gentlemen |, scratch, but it was forgotten in a moment. Why, | concurred. But the question to be settled was, 
met for their own business or amusement; it was || he and the very best friend he had in the world had || whether, in order to the prevention of the recur- 
the House of Representatives of the American | once had a fight—a fight with chairs—in a justice’s | rence of like scenes in future, all that was required 
people. ey , Office, where he was a pettifogger; and no men |, was that the parties should amicably settle their 

Mr. WICK said he should be sorry to see this || loved each other better now. He was a good gen- | difference. He believed the House ought not to 
resolution adopted, or any further action taken by || tleman and a good friend. Mr. W. saw nothing | set such a precedent. The matter connected itself 
the House in this matter; and this for several | but evil likely to grow out of the resolution: the || with more important considerations than those of 
reasons. country would laugh it to scorn—at least all that | a mere private and personal contest. An encoun- 

And, in the first place, he concurred with the gen- || country west of the mountains. And as to preserv- || ter had taken place Gwin two members of the 
tleman from Georgia, [Mr. Stepnens,] as to the || ing, by this means, the dignity of the House, the || House, which was mortifying to the parties, and 
results of the past experience of the House in cases | folks out there did not believe that the House had || humiliating to the House: all who felt anxiety for 
ofasimilar kind. Whenever a committee had been || any very great dignity. They did not respect judges | the national reputation could not but be grieved 
appointed it had uniformly turned out just as that | any more for wearing black silk gowns, nor officers || that such a thing should have occurred in that 
gentleman had said. The facts in a case of this | for wearing cocked hats. When a little squabble || Hall. He hoped such notice would be taken of it 
kind could not be ascertained with any certainty. || took place, the chief matter was to get it done up | as would satisfy all that the occurrence was some- 
These collisions usually occurred when a number || snugly, without any further difficulty; and if this | thing of far greater importance than a mere per- 
of gentlemen were seated close to each other, so || was done, he did not think the dignity of the House | sonal quarrel. It would, he thought, be a happy 
that there was great difficulty in seeing what took || would be very terribly offended. He claimed some | circumstance, if the appointment of a committee 
place, and the confusion which instantly arose pre- || privilege for Western and Southwestern men. Let | of inquiry should be merged in the appointment 
sented a like obstacle to all correct hearing. The || the committee make their report and form as many || of a committee to introduce new and more efficient 
conversations in which they arose were often car- || rules as they pleased, it would all end in nothing. || rules for the preservation of order and the preven- 
ried on in a subdued tone, and it was scarcely pos- || The gentleman proposed that all who, in future, |! 


'| tion of such occurrences for the future. The coun- 
sible to say what actually passed on either side. || should be guilty of coming to blows in the House, || try—North, South, East, and West—would ap- 
A committee, however patiently they examined | should be expelled. It was obvious, that where || prove of such a measure. Mr. T. felt great ten- 
the witnesses before them, could never satisfy || one alone, or one chiefly was in fault, the rulewould | derness towards both the gentlemen implicated; 
themselves as to the true facts of the case. They | work abominable injustice. He hoped they should || but he nevertheless hoped a rule would be adopted 
never got at the whole case, and after groping in || have no committee to make a solemn matter of what || to prevent the recurrence of such flagrant breaches 
the dark day after day they most generally ended in || had been all amicably settled, and spread the mo- | of order. If that should be done, and a member 
making out a very uncertain and unsatisfactory || mentary disputes of members all over the country. || or members should be expelled from the House, 
| 
| 
| 





report; and after the House had wasted along time | He hoped gentlemen would act in a spirit of for- !| it would put an eternal quietus to this matter of 


in excited discussions and contradictory statements 


1 20r bearance, and that the resolution of the gentleman | personal encounters. Such a scene as had been 
they usually ended in declining to act. And Mr. | 


| from Mississippi would be voted down. | witnessed this day never would occur again. Mr. 


W. would now venture to prophesy that, should || Mr. HOUSTON inquired of the Chair whether | T. wished to move an amendment to the resolu- 

the resolution proposed be alepisd tee whole affair || the fact that these gentlemen had an open recon- | tion instructing the committee to inquire what ac- 

would end just in that way. || ciliation, and had made mutual apologies to each | tion of the House was requisite to prevent the re- 
If it was desirable to mark out a course for the || other, and also to the House, would go on the || currence of similar scenes in future. Mr. T. closed 

future, that could be done in the ordinary course, | Journal? '| by demanding the previous question. 

and just as well withouta committee as withone. || The CHAIR referred him to a precedent in the Before it was ascertained whether there was a 


And, as to sustaining the dignity of the House, | case of Mr. White, of Kentucky, and Mr. Rath- | second to the demand— : 
he thought that going intoa long report about the |! bun, of New York, when such apologies had been Mr. STEPHENS inquired of the Chair whether 
details of a squabble on the floor would be more | made, and the whole had been entered on the | it would be in‘order for him to offer a substitute 
likely to bring the House into disrespect, if not | Journal. The same entry would be made in this || for the resolution and amendment? : 
ridicule and contempt before the people, who were | case. | The CHAIR replied, it would not now be in 
the true sovereigns of the country. A good book Mr. BEDINGER hoped the resolution would || order, but the substitute might be read for infor- 
that was very often talked about, and now and then || not pass. If, after so long a time, we could not || mation; and it was read as follows: 
read a little, had a precept, if he remembered right- | tell what was the true origin of the Mexican war, || ‘The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Hanat- 
ly, about doing to others as we would have them | how could it be expected that a committee would, || son] and the gentleman from Tennessee {Mr. 
do tous. Here were two gentlemen, usually very | in a few days, be able to get at the true origin of || Jones] having apologized to the House for the 
orderly in their conduct, who had become enieed, || this petty war on the floor of the House? Why || breach of order committed by them during the sit- 
(as gentlemen from the South and the Southwest | go into such an investigation when hostilities had | ting of the House: _ 
Were very apt to do,) and had been guilty of some |, ceased, a treaty had been made, and mutual rati- | — “ Resolved, That said apology be accepted by the 
petty violence toward each other—nothing very || fications had passed? He moved ihe previous || House, and that no further proceedings be taken 
serlous—no blood shed, and neither of them much || question. | in relation thereto.” : 
hurt, and, almost immediately becoming cool, had || After some confusion and desultory conversa- |; Mr. STEPHENS said, if the previous question 
mutually expressed deep regret at what had occur- | tion, Mr. B. consented to withdraw his call forthe | should be voted down, he would offer this reso- 
red, and voluntarily made the amplest apology to || previous question. ; || lution. . 4 
the House. Nobody had been much Scared, he || Mr. BAYLY said that when the resolution had | Mr. ROCKHILL. I feel as if I wanted to talk 
believed, and nobody, so far as he knew, had felt | been offered by the gentleman from Mississippi, | to the House for about two minutes. If I can be 
their dignity greatly offended. Now, suppose that i (Mr. Tuompson,] he had thought it — | indulged, I shall not, probably, trouble the House 
this was the case of himself and his friend over the and proper, and should have voted for it; but what || again this session. co 
way. Suppose that, without previous malice, and, || had transpired since had satisfied him thatit would || The CHAIR ruled Mr. Rocgniit out of or er 
on the contrary, after a previous intercourse of || be inappropriate now. A mutual retraxit had no debate could be allowed till it was ascertaine 
mutual respect and friendship, they should sud- I passed between the parties—a mutual admission | whether there was a second to the previous ques- 
denly get into a quarrel, and Mr. W. should ask || of error; and, so far as any quarrel had existed ‘| tion. , , nna, 
for a committee of investigation, and attempt to || between them, there was an end of it. As to the | The vote being taken, the call was refused: 
make a grave and solemn affair of it, when it could |! facts of the case, (for which the committee was to | Ayes 59, noes 72. s 
all be adjusted in a moment and they become as || be raised,) they were assumed in the apologies || Mr. STEPHENS now wished to move the reso- 
good friends as ever, would the gentleman think it || made. And he would say to the gentleman from \| lution which had been read. b 
was doing as he would be done by? Some allow- || New York over the way, [Mr. Duer,] that the | But the CHAIR said the amendment moved by 
ance must be made for human infirmity and the || resolution would not effect the object he desired. || Mr. Tuck must first be disposed of. ¢ 
furce of momentary and sudden excitement. Cer- | That gentleman aimed only at-preventing quarrels Mr. ROCKHILL. This is the first time I have 
tainly Mr. W. would wish they should be consid- ‘| in future. This resolution would not do that. | felt like saying a word to this House, and this is 
ered if it were his own case. __ || This was not the arpeoreme mode of providin \ the first word I have said, (except aye or a 

And as to rules to prevent 4 like occurrence in \| against the recurrence of affairs of this kind. If!! What I rise for now, is notin reference to what 
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has happened here. A gentleman from New York, 
over the way, (Mr. Duenr,] is for the House taking 
some action to prevent the recurrence of such 
things for the future. He never will prevent them. 
If he would put a stop to them, he must first put 
a stop to the human family. [A laugh.] 1 never 
struck but one man in my life; yet, sometimes, 
when [I am in the best and most quiet humor in 
the world, before you can say Jack Robinson, | 
am so—(extending his arms and doubling both | 
fists.) [Immense laughter.| I see no propriety | 
in expelling men for such a thing as has happened 

to-day; all the wish I have on the subject 1s, that 

when scuffles do occur, they may all terminate 

just as thishasdone, Why expel men when they | 
have nobly come forward and asked forgiveness of 

the House and of each other? 

If you appoint a committee, you may have many 
witnesses, and not two of them witness to the 
same facts. Mr. R. said he had risen for fear 
suine such rule as was talked about might be 
adopted, [Renewed merriment.] I have no fear 
of ever being expelled for such doings myself, and 
yet! may. Therefore Ldo not want any such rule 
adopted. 

Mr. R. resumed his seat amidst much good 
natured excitement, and not a little laughter. 

Mr. GLDDINGS said, that while he entertained 
the kindest feelings toward the individuals con- 
cerned in this transaction, he could not be unmind- 
ful of the fact, that the eyes of the nation were upon | 
the body to which they belonged. They expect | 
(said he) the members here to maintain the deco- | 
rum and dignit ) 
Legislature. They who had deputed their repre- | 
sentatives to transact business of high import 
would not expect this matter to pass unnoticed. 
It was due to the members and to the nation that 
an expression of disapprobation at least should be 
adopted, Ele thought that no such scene had here- 
tofore been suffered to pass without an emphatic 
condemnation of the ncaa. He recollected no 
such instance, although he recollected several af- | 
frays like the present. | 

He said if they suffered this transaction to pass | 
without any expression of condemnation, it would 


| 
} 


| 
}} 


ij . . ? . . 
appear that the House were receding from the || the consideration of Executive business. 
He hoped such '| been willing to give the Senator from Georgia an 


position heretofore maintained. 

would not be the case. He trusted that suitable 
measures would be adopted to vindicate the char- | 
acter of the House and to discourage a recurrence | 
of scenes like that which they had just witnessed. 

‘The question being put on Mr, Tvcn’s amend- 
ment, it was rejected: Ayes 54, noes 72. 

And, under the operation of the previous ques- 
tion, Mr. Sreruens’s amendment was adopted: || 
Yeas 77, nays 69. 

The resolution, as thus amended by substitute, 
was then carried: Ayes 74, noes 53. 

And the House adjourned. - 


IN SENATE, 
Fripay, March 10, 1848. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a memo- 
rial numerously signed by citizens of the District 
of Columbia and others, asking that the estate of 
Mount Vernon may be purchased by the General 
Government for the use of the public; which was 
about to be laid on the table, when— 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, suggested that 
its reference to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia would be more respectful to the memo- 
rialists. He therefore made that motion; which 
was agreed to. 

Mr. I1ALE moved that the memorial be printed. 

Severat Senators. Without the names. 

Mr. HALE. Yes, without the names. 

The motion to print was agreed to. 

Mr. DOWNS presented a petition from Wil- 
liam W. Wall, asking that the sale of a tract of 
land in Mississippi may be confirmed to him; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. | 

Mr. MASON, from the Committee of Claims, | 
reported a bill for the relief of Stalker and Hill; | 
which was read a first time. 

Mr. ATCHISON, from the Committee on In- | 
dian Attairs, reported a joint resolution for the 
relief of H. B. Gaither; which was read a first 
time. 

Mr. YULEE, in pursuance of notice, introduced | 
a bill concerning the school laws in the State of || 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Florida; which was read a first and second time, | 


| priately referred. 


Judiciary Committee. The object of that bill was 
_ to relieve the pressure of business in the Supreme | 


| adjourn to-morrow, so that, if the bill was to have 


| ing the Supreme Court of the United States.”’ 


should be brought up for the action of the Senate, 


| of the committee; but it was the intention of the || 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


and referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
Sixteen of the private bills received some days 

since from the House of Representatives, were read | 

a first and second time by their utles, and appro- | 


SUPREME COURT. 
Mr. BERRIEN said he desired to call the atten- 
tion of the Senate to a bill which had been yester- 
day favorably reported on by a majority of the |) 


Court. The Court had announced its intention to 


any effect, it would be necessary to consider and | 
pass itatonce. He moved to postpone the pre- 
vious orders, for the purpose of taking up the bill 
supplementary to an act entitled ** An act concern- 


Mr. ASHLEY suggested that whenever this bill 


it would require very mature consideration. He 
had reported it by instruction from the majority 


minority to propose an amendment which would | 
bring the whole subject before the Senate. The i 


| minority believed that the bill as it now stands |) 


would produce more injury than if the existing | 
system were left as itis. ‘The bill left one class of || 
appeals entirely unprovided for. 

Mr. DAYTON. I hope the Senator from Ar- 
kansas will pardon me—but the bill is not before | 


| the Senate. 


properly belonging to the national || 


|, show that there was a division of opinion in the || 


| 


Sie, AMILLEY cold hin enky Shinct wanteckow || 
that the bill was too important to be disposed of 
during the morning hour. He also wished to | 
committee on the propriety of the change. It was | 
said that the Court had determined to adjourn to- | 
morrow. If so, the consideration of the bill now | 
could be of no importance, as it could not become | 
a law before the adjournment of the Court. 
A Senator. The law does not compel the | 


Court to adjourn to-morrow. 


Mr. SEVIER moved that the Senate proceed to | 
He had | 


opportunity to make the motion, so that the busi- 
ness did not occupy more than a few minutes. 
Mr. BERRIEN begged merely to say that he had 
fulfilled his duty in bringing forward the motion; 
and he felt indebted to the kindness of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations for | 
the opportunity of doing so. Having discharged || 
his duty, he would now withdraw the motion. 
The question was then taken on the motion of | 


} 





Mr. Sevier, and decided in the affirmative. 


The Senate then (quarter past twelve) proceeded | 
to the consideration of Executive business,* and || 
remained in deliberation until nine o’clock, when i 
the doors were reopened. 


On motion by Mr. BREESE, | 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it adjourn to 
meet on Tuesday next. 


The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 13, 1848. i 
The Journal of Friday was read and approved. 


The SPEAKER commenced the call of the States | 
for resolutions, beginning at the State at which the | 
call was suspended on the last resolution day, viz: 
New York. 


Mr. SILVESTER moved the following pream- | 


ble and resolution: 

Whereas an indignity has recently been offered to the | 
honor of this House, and a breach of its order and decorum | 
committed, by a personal rencontre on the floor of the House, 
between two of its members; and whereas it is expedientio | 
guard against the recurrence of such offences for the future: || 
rherefore— | 

Resolved, That the Committee on Rules be requested to | 
report to this House, on or before the expiration of ten days | 
from this date, the propriety of adopting. as a standing rule || 
of this House, the following, or something of the like import, || 
and that will meet the exigencies of the case, viz: If any ij 
member shall, during the session of the House, and in the | 
presence of the House, engage in a personal rencontre with | 
a fellow-member, he shail, for such an insult upon the | 
ie | 

| 
; 





* The Treaty of Peace and Cession concluded between 
the Commissioners of the United States and Mexico, which 

has been for two weeks under debate in the Senate, was last | 
evening ratified by a vote, it is understood, of 38 yeas to 15 | 
nays—two-thirds of the Senate being the number required | 
to carry it.—National Intelligencer, March 11. ‘ 





| tained, be expelled from his seat in the House 





__March 13, 


dignity of the House, and upon the fact bein 


@ duly ascer 


: ° 7 and be j F 
gible to the same for the remainder of the term for which he 


shall have been elected. 
The resolution giving rise to debate, it was laid 


| over under the rule. 


Mr. HUNT offered a resolution making certain 


_ bills for the improvement of harbors and rivers, &c 
Soy 


the special order of the day for a certain day, 
The SPEAKER ruled the resolution out of order, 


| as it proposed to change the order of business, 


Mr. HUNT moved to suspend the rules to ena. 


| ble him to offer the resolution. 


The question was put, and two-thirds not voting 


| therefor, the rules were not suspended. So the 


resolution was not received. 


Mr. SLINGERLAND offered the followine 
preamble and resolution, which were read and re. 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands: 


Whereas, under the present policy regulating the sales of 
the public lands, monopolies oppressive to the people arise, 
and speculation is greatly encouraged, at the expense of 
aciual settlers; and whereas, in a great majority o1 cases, 
those who design settling upon the pubiic domain are com- 
pelled to pay large prices to speculators for lands whieh they 
have obtained from the Government at a low rate; and 
whereas an imperative necessity has grown out of this stay 
of things that measures be taken that the public domain shall 
be disposed of only in limited quantities to actual settlers, 
so as to exclude the grasping and oppressive speculation at 
present existing: Therefore— 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 


| structed to report a bill to this House to give actual settlers 


the benefit of limited quantities ofthe public lands fora com- 


| pensation which shall not exceed fifty cents per acre ; said 


bill also providing that for all tracts of land above such spe- 
cified quantities, the price shall be increased in such pro- 
portion as to prevent all unwarrantable and unnecessary 


| speculation in such lands. 


On motion by Mr. WM. T. LAWRENCE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of requesting the 
President of the United States to open negotiations with the 


| Powers of Christendom, for the purpose of introducing into 


the code of national law (in conformity with the practice 
now recognized as obligatory in conquests on land) the prin- 
ciple that in wars between nations private vessels not armed 
for offence and not carrying munitions of war, (although be- 
longing to the citizens or subjects of a belligerant nation,) 
shall be free from capture or detention by an enemy; and 
that the committee be authorized to report by resolution or 
otherwise. 


Mr. MURPHY asked the leave of the House to 


| present a petition, which he had been endeavoring 


for six weeks past to find an opportunity to present, 
but had been unable to do so in open House, in 
consequence of petitions not having been called for 
during that time. 

Leave being granted by the House— 

Mr. M. further said that it was from the National 
Reform Association of the city of Brooklyn, pray- 


‘| ing that the public lands should be granted in small 


ynarcels to actual settlers without charge; and that 
e was decidedly in favor of the measure. 
On motion of Mr. S. LAWRENCE, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 


| establishing a military post at Crown Point, on Lake Chan- 


plain, New York ; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 
On motion of Mr. MULLIN, 


Resolved, That it be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary to inquire into the propriety of allowing defendants 
in criminal cases in the courts of the United States to ex- 
amine witnesses on their behalf on commission; and that 
they report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. PECK, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of passing an act lor 


|| the settlement of the claims of the 4th regiment 2d brigade 


and 3d division of the Vermont Militia, for services atthe 
battle of Plattsburg; and that they report by bill or other- 
wise. 

On motion of Mr. HENRY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of e*tab- 
lishing a post route from Townsend, in Vermont, to West 


| Townsend, in said State; and that they report by bill or 


otherwise. 


Mr. PALFREY moved the following resolution, 


which was read, and laid over, under the rule: 
Resolved, That the President be requested to communicate 
to this House, if not inconsistent with the public interest, 
copies of instructions issued from the State Department 
William Hogan, employed by this Government in the island 
of Hayti, in the .years 1844 and 1845; also, copies of avy 
correspondence between the Departinent of State and said 
Hogan during and subsequent to the time of his said mis- 


| sion. 


On motion of Mr. HALE, : 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making pons 
for the payment of the sum which has been audited a 
found due to Massachusetts and Maine for militia services, 
as set forth in a letter from the Secretary of War, dated De- 
cember 23, 1837, and found in House Doc. No. 45, 2d session 
25th Congress. 
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é Mr. ROCKWELL, of Massachusetts, moved 








| 
| 
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THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. VENABLE giving notice of his intention 


the following resolution, which was read and agreed || to debate the resolution, it was laid over under the 


W rewlved, That bill No 201 of the House, entitled a bill to 


establish the Territorial Government of Oregon, now in || 
Comittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union, | 


and which has been made the special Order for the 14th of 
varch instant, be made the special order fer the 28th of 
March instant. 


On motion of Mr. GRINNELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of placing buoys and a light- 
nouse to guide vessels through Miskeket channel, between 
Mutha’s Vineyard and Nantucket. 


On motion of Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, 

Reso'ved, That document No. 35 of the 3d session 27th 
congress, containing information in regard to claims of Uni- 
ted States citizens on the Government of Hayti, be referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


On motion of Mr. PEASLEE, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs inquire 
into the expediency of providing by law that the officers, 


j 


1} 


rule, 


On motion of Mr. BRODHEAD, 
Resolved, ‘That the petition and papers of Mrs. Martha 


| Gray, widow of Captain Gray, the discoverer of the Colum- 


| bia river, be taken from the files of this House and referred 


to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. BRADY offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Accounts be instrueted 
to inquire whether any, oad, if any, what, arrangements are 
necessary for the despatch of business in the office of the 


| Sergeant-at-Arms. 


Mr. BRADY moved the previous question, 
which was seconded; and the question then being 


| on agreeing to the resolution— 


seanen, and marines of all vessels commissioned by the | 


Provincial and Continental Congress to war against Great 


Britain be entited to and shall receive the full benefits of all | 


jaws and resolutions enacted for the relief of the officers and 
soldiers of the army of the Revolution. 


Mr. TUCK offered the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas the laws of the United States now permit the 
collection of debts by the extent of executions upon persons 
held as slaves, and sales have been made of slaves by virtue 
of such laws: Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Judiciary be directed 
to report a bill to prohibit the sale of persons held as slaves 
on any precept in favor of the United States. 


Mr. STEPHENS giving notice of his intention 
to debate the resolution, it was laid over under the 
rule. 


On motion of Mr. SMART, 


Resolve’, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed | 
toinguire into the expediency of erecting a light-house at | 


some point on the shore of the town of Islesborough, in the 
State of Maine; and also to inquire into the expediency of 
erecting a light-house near the town of Northport, in said 
Siate; and said committee is hereby authorized to take from 
the files of the House any papers in relation to the erection 
of said light-houses. 


On motion of Mr. CLARKE, 


Resslved, That the Committee on Public Buildings and | 


Grounds inquire into the expediency of substituting gas | 
where oil is now used for light at the public expense, and 


report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. GREGORY, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed | 


tocon-ider the propriety of making an appropriation of not 
less than $10,000 for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Passaic river, in the State of New Jersey, and repurt by 
bill or otherwise. 

Mr. ECKERT offered the following resolution, 
which was read and laid over under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury furnish to 
this House a monthly statement of all the iron, manufactures 


of iron, and all the mineral coal imported into the United | 
Stites from the Ist of July, 1847, to the Ist of March, 1848, | 


designating the quantity and value of the various kinds of 
iron, and the value of the manufactures thereof, and the 
amount and value of mineral coal imported during said 
period. 


Mr. MANN offered the following resolution, 


which was read, and laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the Commissioner of Pensions send to this 
House the papers of Mott Wilt nson, a soldier of the revo- 
lutionary war, on file in his office, and that the same be 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, as 
evidence in his application, for increase of pension. 


On motion of Mr. BUTLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reviving and ex- 
tending the act of the 27th of July, 1842, allowing five years 
for the issue and location of late war bounty-land warrants, 
which act expired on the 27th of July last, so as to provide 
for such bounty-land warrants as have not been satisfied. 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to suspend the 
rules to enable him to submit a motion making the 
message of the President of the United States de- 
clining to communicate to the House of Represent- 
allves all the instructions given Mr. Slidell as 
minister to Mexico, &c., the special order of the 
= for Thursday next. 

he question was put, and the motion was dis- 
agreed to, two-thirds not voting in favor thereof. 

Mr. FREEDLEY offered the following preamble 
and resolution: 


Whereas, the increased expenses of Government caused 
by the war with Mexico, renders it proper that additional 
revenues shall be provided to meet the same: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so modifying and 
increasing the duties on imports as to yield to Government 
the largest amount of revenue which such imports ean be 
made to yield consistent with the welfare and best interests 
of the country; such increased duties to continue — 
the war with Mexico, and until the debt thereby create 
shall be paid off; said committee to have leave to report by 
bili or otherwise. 











_ Mr. RICHARDSON gave notice of his inten- 
tion to debate it; and it was laid over under the 
rule. 
On motion of Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety of bringing ina bill providing 


for the appointment of an officer to reside at Chesapeake | 


city, in the State of Maryland, for the purpose of granting 
enrolments and licenses to vessels engaged in the coasting 
trade. 


On motion of Mr. CRISFIELD, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be, and it is || 


hereby, instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing a light-hou-e on Flat Cap, at the mouth of Annames-ex 
river, in the State of Maryland ; and also into the expediency 
of establishing a light-hoat on the Seven-Foot Knoll, near 
the mouth of Patapsco river, in said State. 


On motion of Mr. ROMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
national foundry at Weverton, in Washington county, Mary- 
land, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. McDOWELL, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 


lishing by law a post route from the town of Moorsfield, in | 


Hardy county, Virginia, by way of the south fork of the south 
branch of the Potomac river, to McDowell’s post office, in 
the county of Highland, Virginia, and that said committee 
report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. GOGGIN offered the following preamble and || 


resolution, which were read and agreed to: 


Whereas the volunteers engaged for a period during the 
war with Mexico are required to perform the same service, 
undergo the same hardships, and are in most respects on the 
same footing with the regular enlisted soldiers of the army ; 
and whereas the said voiunteers have greatly distinguished 
themselves heretofore as a most efficient branch of the ser- 
vice: In order, therefore, to promote the enrolment of volun- 
teers in future, if such shall be needed, as well as to provide 
for such as are now in service— 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of allowing to the vol- 
unteers now in the service, or who may be hereafter enrolled, 
the same bounty, the same clothing, and other advantages, 
without regard to pay, as are now allowed to soldiers enlist- 
ing in the regular army. 


Mr. CLINGMAN offered the following resolu- 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs have pow- | 


er and authority, and they are hereby authorized, in the ex 
amination of the facts presented in the memorial of claimants 


under the treaty with the Cherokees, made in 1835, with | 


supplemental articles in 1836, to send for persons, records, 
and papers, and to examine witnesses in relation to all the 
matters of complaint in said memorial set forth, as well as 
of the conduct of the late board of commissioners, appointed 
at different times under the 17th article of said treaty, and 


| also the matters of complaint against other officers of the 
| Government; and that they make full report to this House. 


The resolution, giving rise to debate, was laid 
over under the rule. 


On motion of Mr. DONNELL, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing additional 
buoys and stationary and floating lights on the Cape Fear 
river, between the town of Wilmington, North Carolina, and 


the ocean. 


On motion of Mr. VENABLE, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving inquire into 


the expediency of procuring ten thousand copies of Fré- 
mont’s road-map from Fort Independence, in Missouri, to 
Fort Wallawalia, in Oregon. 


Mr. LVERSON moved the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur-. 


nish to this House a list of all the Creek Indian reservations 
under the treaty of 1832 which remain unsold by the reserver, 
or otherwise undisposed of, and the sales of which have not 
been approved by the President of the United States, desig- 
nating in said list the name of each reserver, and the town 
to which said reserver belonged ; also, whether such reser- 
vation be a. dead location or not; whether any claim, and 
what, has been presented at the War Department for any 
of said unsold reservations, with the condition of such claim 
or title; also, what plan, if any, has been adopted by the 


War Department for the disposition of said unsold reserva- 


uons. 


Mr. IVERSON said, as the resolution was of 
general interest, he thought there would be no ob- 
He therefore 


jection to its immediate passage. 
moved to suspend the rules for the purpose. 
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The rules were suspended, and the resolution 
was agreed to. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, offered the following 
resolution: 
Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Speaker of this 
| House to cause, as soon as practicable, the desks to be re- 
moved from this Hall, the seats to remain as they are until 
some better arrangement can be made; that he shail also 
cause a suitable trijune to be erected in the front of the 
Clerk’s table for the accommodation of such members as 
may desire to address the House from that place. 


Mr. K. moved the previous question, 

Mr. DONNELL moved to lay the resolution on 
| the table; which motion was decided in the affirm- 
/ative by yeas and nays: Yeas 96, nays 68. So 
the resolution was ‘a gu the table. 


On motion of Mr. CHASE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be re- 
| quested to inquire into the propriety of reporting a bill to 
| this House providing tor compensating the volunteer mount- 
| ed troops for the loss of horses in the Mexican war, as 
follows: 


1. Horses dying for want of forage. 

2. Stolen by Mexicans in the enemy’s country. 

3. 'Vaken from the owners ana appropriated to the service 
of the United States officers, whereby the owners were de- 
prived of their use, &c. 

4. *Lostin transportation from Tampico to Vera Cruz, or 
in landing at Vera Cruz. 
| 5. Compensation for the use of horses of which the own- 
| ers were deprived by order of the United States, whereby 
| the volunteer lost his horse, as well as the pay of a mounted 
man, and was reduced to the rauk of infantry. 
| 


On motion of Mr. CROZIER, 

| Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
|| Roads inquire into the expediency of establishing a post 
| route from Dalton, in the State of Georgia, to Benton, in the 
| State of Tennessee. 


1 Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved the following 
resolution, which wag read and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Commissioner of Public Buildings be 
requested to report to this House what injury, if any, in his 
opinion, has been done to the Capitol by cutting through the 
|; walls and arches of the builting for the introduction of gas 
| pipes ; also, whether, in his opinion, any injury ix likely to 
|| re-u't from digging about or under the foundation of the 
building for the purpose of putting in furnaces to heat or 
| Warm the halls and rooms of the Capitol; and, also, whether 
the heavy weight upon the dome, from the pole and its 
braces, which support the large gas Jantern, does not eudan- 
| ger the dome itself, if not other parts of the building; and 
|| that he be requested also to report what will probably be the 
annual cost of materials to generate gas, and for hands or 
| persons to attend the gas-works used in lighting the Capitol. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- 
| lowing resolutions: 


Resolved, That rotation in office, in the opinion of this 
| House, is one of the cardinal tenets ip a republican form of 
government, and ought never to be violated on any pretence 
whatever, and should be practised upon by all administra- 
| tions, regardless of their party names, 

|| Resolved, That eight years, in the opinion of this Heuse, 
| is the longest term any individual ought to be permitted to 
| remain in office, whose appointment is conferred by the 
|| President of the United States and the Heads of Depart- 
ments, either by the Constitution or by law. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House the appoint- 
ment of persons to office should be made upon the basis of 
|| representation from tie several States in the Congress of the 
United States; that is to say, the whole number of persons 
appointed to office should be divided by the whole number 
of Representatives, giving to each Congressional district in 
the Union its fair ratio of officers under the Federal Gov- 
ernment. 
| Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, any Con- 
gressional district in the Union is more than competent to 
furnish its full quota of officers upon the principle as Jaid 
down in the foregoing resolutions, who would be honest, 
capable, and faithful to the Constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, hat, in the opinion of this House, immediately 
after all the offices shali be filled upon the principle laid 
down in these resolutions, the President and the heads of 
departments should divide the whole number of Congres- 
sional districts. into four equal divisions, Or as near so as 
may be practicable, classing them one, two, three, and four ; 
the officers belonging to the first district falling into the first 
class shall be vacated at the expiration of eight years ; thore 
falling into the second class shall be vacated at the expisa- 
tion of six years; those falling into the third class shall be 
vacated at the expiration of four years; those falling into 
the fourth class shall be vacated at the expiration of two 
years; so that one-fourth of the whole number of officers 
thus appointed would be retiring from office every two years, 
and anew set coming in wo fill the vacancies thus occasion- 


| 


} 
} 














, Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, in the selec- 
tion of individuals to fill the offices under the Federal Gov- 
ernment, due regard should be had to the farmers and me- 
chanics of the country, so as to give them their proportion 
of said offices. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this Honse, the people 
the principles of the Conatitution, the spirit of the times, an 
justice, all demand at the hands of the President and heads 
of departments, so soon as may be practicable, to carry into 
full and fair effect the principles and doctrines laid down in 
the foregoing resolutions. 


Mr. J. moved the previous question. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved to lay the 
resolutions on the table. Agreed to. Ayes 87, 
noes 32. So the resolutions were laid on the table. 
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On motion of Mr. McKAY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing be instructed 
to inguire into tie expediency of having printed the following 
stitements, which have been prepared in the office of the 
Register of the Treasury : 

i 


| 
| 
j 
| 
| 


A statement of the amount of all revenues received | 


throught each custom house, and the moneys expended at | 


each to detray the expenses of collection, trom the earliest 
practicable period to June 39, 1847, classifying the receipts 
and expenditures under different heads, as far as the books 
of the department will permit. 

2. A statement of the quantity of land sold, the amount 
reeeived therefor, how paid, and the expenses of collection 


in each land district, from the earliest practicable period to | 


the 0th of June, 1847, dividing the expenditures under the 
usual different heads. 

3. A statement of the whole amount of revenue received 
into the treasury each year, from the earliest practicable date 


to June 30, 1847, giving the source from whence the same 
was derived 


i. A statement of the expenditures of the Government | 


from the earliest practicable time to June 30, 1847, separating 
the same under different heads of expenditure, as far as can 
be done from the records. 


&. A statement of the importutions and exportations of do- 
mhestie 


to June JO, 1847. 
6. A statement of the tonnage of each district and State, 


and foreign goods in American and toreign vessels to 
and from each country, from tue earliest practicable period 


and of the classes of vessels, from the earliest period practi- | 


cable to June 30, 1847. 

7, A statement of the American tonnage engaged «in for- 
eign trade and in the coasting trade and fisheries, and sea- 
men employed, and of foreign tonnage entered and cleared, 
and the number of their crews from each port and State, 
from the earhest practicable period to June 30, 1847. 

S. A statement of the amount of moneys received on ac- 
count of the marine hospital fund in each district and State, 
and the expenditures at the same places from the same fund, 
and from appropriations each year, from the earliest practi- 
cable period to the 40th June, 1847. 


Mr. CUMMINS offered the following preamble 
and resolutions, which were read: 


Whereas the rights and powers conferred by the people of 
the United States upon the Government of the United States 
ure by the Constitution wisely divided into and distributed 
among three separate, distinct, and independent depart- 
ments, the Legislative, the Executive, and the Judicial, 
upon each of which are conferred certain separate, distinct, 
and independent powers and rights, and of each of which is 
required the faithful performance of certain separate, inde- 
pendent, and distinet duties: and whereas the safety of the 
citizens and the harmony and perpetuity of the Government 
itself requires that each departiwent should be kept within its 
prescribed constitutional limits, and that neither be permit- 
ted to usurp the powers or to encroach upon the rights or 
privileges of the other: and whereas the management of our 
affiirs with foreign nations and the power to negotiate treaties 
is by the Constitution conferred upon the President, and the 
power to raufy or reject treaties belongs to the Senate, each 
beiag held responsible to the people for the wisdom and 
fide lity with which they respectfully exercise these powers 
and discharge their respective duties: and whereas by the 
Consutution of the United States the President is constituted 
the commander. in-chiet of our army and navy, and he, with 
his Cabinet ministers and officers in command, are charged 
with and held responsibie for the faithful, efficient, and wise 
exercise of the power and discharge of the duties thus con- 
ferred: and whereas it would be impolitic and unwise, pend- 


tng the negotiation of treaties with loreign nations, or during } 


the existence of outstanding and unsettied questions, to give 
publicity to or toinform the adverse Government of the in- 
structions Biven by our Government at home to our minis- 


ters and diplomatic agents abroad, or of the coufidential | 


| 


| 





Mr. LAHM offered the following resolution: || 

Resolved, That the Committee on Mileage be instructed | 
to report a bill, as soon as convenient, so amending the laws 
regulating the compensation of Senators and Representatives 
in Congress as to reduce their compensation of travel to and | 
from the seat of Government of the United States to the sun | 
of five dollars for every twenty miles of travel for the first 
four hundred miles to and from said seat of Government, and 
on all the distance over the said four hundred miles the 
same to be reduced to two dollars for every twenty miles 
travel, and that said committee be also instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of reducing the per diem pay of mein- 
bers of Congress, and on this last subject they report by bill 
or otherwise. 


Mr. LAHM moved the previous question. || 
The question was put on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, and the House refused || 
to second the said demand; and 1} 
Mr. RICHARDSON then giving notice of his 


intention to debate the resolution, it was laid over 
under the rule. 


On motion of Mr. CROWELL, 


Resolved, That the petition of William Greer, together 
with the additional testimony in the case, be referred again 
to the Committee of Claims. 


On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be, |' 
and they are hereby, instructed to inquire into the expedi- | 
ency of ceding to the State of Ohio all the lands remaining | 
unsold, and that are unsaleable, in the Chilicothe land dis- | 
trict, in that State, for such purposes of internal improve- | 
ment and education in said district as the General Assembly | 


| of Ohio may deem best. 


| which was adopted: 


| flow, and thereby rendered worthless, and create disease in 


| each respectively for the purposes aforesaid. 


correspondence which may have passed between them: and | 
whereas, also, it would be unwise and often disastrous to | 


the public interests, during the existence of a war, to publish 
to the world and inform the public enemy of the strength, 
position, condition, and movements of our army, or to dis- 
close to the public enemy the plans of projected campaigns 
yet unexecuted: Therefore 

Resolved, ‘That the President of the United States, in the 
faithtul discharge of his constitutional duties, is invested 
with the right and clothed with the power to withhold from 
publication to the world and to the public enemy such in- 
formation as in his judgment, and in the exercise of a sound 


discreuion, would jeopard the safety of our army and the | 


success of our arms, and such as would be detrimental to the 
public interests and advantageous to the enemy only. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States, in the 
faithful discharge of his constitutional duties, is invested 
with the right and clothed with the power to withhold from 
publication such trformation, instructions, and confidential 
correspondence, connected with the unsettied international 
controversies or pending negotiations on the same, as in his 
judgment, and in the exercise of a sound diseretion, would 
be prejudicial to the public interest and beneficial to the ad- 
verse Government. 

Resolved, ‘That the House of Representatives has the right 
aml power to call upon the President of the United States 
for any information which he, as President, may possess or 
control, touching or concerning our national affairs, either 
domestic or foreign, and that it is the duty of the President 
to communicate such information, unless, from consider- 
ations of public policy, and in the exercise of a sound dis- 
cretion, he should be of opinion that the publication of such 
information would be prejudicial to the public interest, or 


advantageous to our adversaries. 

Mr. CUMMINS moved the previous question. 

Mr. DUNN moved to lay the resolutions on the 
table. Lost. 

The House then refused to second the previous 
question; and 

Mr. DUER giving notice of his intention to de- 
bate the resolutions, they were laid over. 


| it is thought practicable to reclaim said lands by draining and | 


| privilege of entering such tracts by the application of their | 
| bounty-land warrants in payment or part pay therefor: said | 


| written than to printed matter; the reason or necessity of 


Mr. FRIES offered the following resolution: — || 
Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and he is here- | 
by, authorized to pay to William T. Stewart his pay as mes- 
senger of the House of Representatives for the months of 
December, January, and February. 
Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, giving notice of 


his intention to debate the resolution, it was laid 
over under the rule. 


Mr. HARMANSON offered the following reso- 


lution, which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee of the Whole on the State 
of the Union be discharged from the further consideration 
of House bill No. 8, being a bill relating to the collection 
district of New Orleans, and for other purposes, and be 


Mr. EMBREE offered the following resolution, 


Resolved, That the Government of the United States 


| owns a large quantity of land in the counties of Gibson and || 


Posey, in the State of Indiana, lying on the Wabash and 
White rivers, which is flat and wet, and subject to over- 


the adjoining country; and whereas said lands have been 
offered for sale more than forty years, and that the same 
would be of great value were they reclaimed, and the coun- | 
try around them rendered much more healthy; and whereas 


levelling: Therefore be it resolved, that the Committee on 
Public Lands inquire into the expediency of granting and | 
ceding to said counties the portion of said lands lying in 


On motion of Mr. CATHCART, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public’ Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing that 
those persons who have entitled themselves to receive 160 





| acres of bounty land for their services during the present 


war with Mexico, and who may be likewise preémption 
claimants upon the Miami lands in Indiana, shall have the 


warrants to be estimated at $200. 


On motion of Mr. DUNN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire whether there is any regula- 
tions of the Post Office Department by which greater facili- | 
ties are given in the transmission through the Post Office to | 


any such regulations; and whether there has been any un- 
reasonable delay in forwarding any public documents or 
other printed matter, after being placed in the Post Office ; 
and also whether any further legislation is necessary to en- 
sure the speedy and safe transmission of all mailable matter 
deposited in the Pest Office, whether printed or written. 


Mr. EMBREE offered the following preamble 


and resolution, which were read, and the resolu- 
tion agreed to: 


Whereas, James Smithson, Esq., by his last will and testa- 
ment, having given the whole of his property, now amount- 
ing to more than $700,000, to the United States, to found an 
establishment for the increase and diffusion of knowledge 
among men, and Congress, to carry out the liberal designs of | 
the donor, having passed an act entitled “ An act to establish | 
the Smithsonian Institution for the increase and diffusion of | 
knowledge among men,”’ approved er 10, 1846; and 
whereas officers have been appointed under said act, andare | 
proceeding to erect a building, which, with the improve- | 
ments attached, according to iheir estimate, is to cost about | 
$250,000; and said officers are about to establish in said | 
building, with the funds of the institution, a library, to con- | 
tain 100,000 volumes, a museum ona large scale,achemical | 
laboratory, lecture-rooms for the purpose of delivering lec- | 
tures, and a gallery of art; and whereas all of said objects 
are local in their nature, and confined to the city of Wash- 
ington and its vicinity, when the design of the liberal donor 
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it amongst men, for the general good; and whereas ¢ ‘id 
provides ‘that there is reserved to Congress the Fi . 
altering or amending, adding to, or repealing any of ul = 
visions of this act:’? Theretore, be it P ” 
Resolved, That the Committee of the Library inquire 
the expediency of so changing and modifying said 
establish a departinentin said institution for the 
collecting and arranging information on agr iculture, comy 
schvol education, political economy, and the usefy) arte. 
sciences ; Which information, together with the usefy| lee. 
tures that may be delivered in said institution, shal) be », 
lished and circulated gratuitously among the peopi 


act as: 
PUrpose 


80 As to 


, Carry out the design of the testator in diffusing usefy| (ky, ve 


edge amongst men, and that said committee report by pjj\ ,, 


| otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. TOMPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and pow 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pry, 
ding for permanent arrangements with the railroads jy the 
several States of the Union to transport the United stay, 
mail, and means and munitions of war upon long contrac. 


| Say twenty years. 


Resolved, That the said committee be also instructed ty 
inquire into the expediency of granting such contracts ,,, 


| terms and conditions that certain per cent. of compensat, . 
| for such services be employed to complete unfinished por 


tions of rvads, to fill up links not nodW connecting, and jo 


| the continuation especially of the southwestern chain of 


railroads ; and that they report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. TOMPKINS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be jp. 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to tip 
States of Mississippi and Alabama certain portions of tp 
public lands, to aid in the construction of a railroad fio 
Jackson, in the State of Mississippi, to Montgomery, in the 


| State of Alabama ; and that they report by bill or otherwise, 


On motion of Mr. TOMPKINS, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Pox, 


| Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estal- 


lishing a mail route from Hillsborough, Seott county, t 
Raleigh, Smith county, Mississippi; and the establishmey 


| of a post Office at the house of Asa Myers, in the said couny 


of Scott; and that they report by bill or otherwise. Ayo, 
also, that they inquire into the expediency of granting 10 the 


| Postmaster General authority to branch the mail stage rouie 
| from Jackson, in Mississippi, to Gainsville and Livingsiy, 


in Alabama, at or east of Hillsborough, so that one branch pos 
through Philadelphia, in the county of Neshoba, and ly 
Kalb, in the county of Kemper, and the other branch to pas 
through Decatur, in the county of Newton, and Marion, \y 


| the county of Lauderdale, Mississippi ; and that they repor, 


: : | by bill or otherwise. 
made the special order of the day for to-morrow, Tuesday, | 
| the 15th instant. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the J udiciary be instruct. 
ed to report to this House joint resolutions to be recon- 
mended to the several States for adoption, amending the firs 


| section of the third article of the Constitution of the United 
| States, which provides that ‘the judges both of the Supreme 


and inferior courts shall hold their offices during good bel 
vior,”’ so as to read, “‘ the judges both of the Supreme and 


| inferior courts shall hold their offices for a term of years, to 


be prescribed by law.”’ 

Mr. THOMPSON moved the previous question. 

Mr. FRIES moved to lay the resolution on the 
table; which motion was decided in the affirmative: 
Yeas 83, nays 68. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 


Mr. SMITH, of Illinois, asked leave to intio- 
duce the following joint resolution, of which pre- 


| vious notice had been given, viz: 


| W&s not only the increase of knowledge but the diffusion of | 


RESOLUTION authorizing the President te cause certif- 
cates to be prepared and presented to the officers and s0l- 
diers who have served in the present war with Mexico. 


Be it resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President be, and he hereby is, authorized to cause cer- 
tificates to be prepared on parchment, of suitable size, and 
with appropriate devices, to be presented to each office’, 
non-comunissioned officer, musician, and private, of the reg- 
ular forces and volunteers, who has served or may serv? 10 
the present war with Mexico during the term for which ' 
entered the army, or until he has been or shall be honorably 
discharged from the service ; which shall be signed by \he 
President and sealed with the seal of the War Departm’n', 
and countersigned by the Secretary of War; which cert: 
cates shall set forth the term of service of the officer, nov- 
commissioned officer, musician, or private, and the battle o 
battles in which he has been or may be engaged, tozetiet 
with all special acts of distinguished gallantry performed \ 
him in the service. 

ind be it further resolved, That it shall be the duty of the 
President to cause such measures to be taken as he maj 
deem most expedient and best calculated to procure cores 
information as to the services of the officers, non-comu''> 
siened officers, musicians, and privates, who have served or 
may serve in the present war with Mexico, to enable him® 
carry into effect the foregoing resolution. 

And be it further resolved, That when any officer, 0°" 
commissioned officer, musician, or private, has beenor ™*! 
be killed in battle, or has died or may die in the service, lt 
certificate aforesaid shall be presented to his family. 


Debate arising on the motion for leave, it w% 
laid over under the rule. 

On motion of Mr. FICKLIN, _ it 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands inqu" 


. . . : . y Lands 
into the expediency of reporting a bill granting bounty 
to the —— engaged in the Indian wars, under Generals 


St. Clair, Hamar, and Wayne ; and also such soldiers of the 
war of 1812 as have not received bounty lands ; and that the) 
report by bill or otherwise. 
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On motion of Mr. TURNER, 
Resolved, That the Cominittee on Commerce be instruct- 
ed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a port of | 
ury at the city of Galena, in the State of Illinois ; and that | 
on report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. HALL, of Missouri, moved for leave to | 
introduce a joint resolution of thanks to Brigadier | 
General Price and Colonel Doniphan, and through 
them to the officers and men under their command. 

Mr. HALL moved the previous question on the | 
motion for leave, which was not seconded; and _ 
debate arising on the motion for leave, it was laid | 
over under the rule. | 

On motion of Mr. HALL, of Missouri, | 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Post Office and Post | 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so | 
amending the post office laws as to give the franking priv- | 
jjege to all postmasters whose salaries at this time do not | 
exceed two hundred dollars per annum. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, moved the fol- | 
lowing resolution; but, giving rise to debate, it | 
was laid over under the rule: | 

Resolved, (with the concurrence of the Senate,) That the 
president of the Senate and Speaker of the House of Rep- | 
resentatives close the present session of Congress by an ad- 
journment of their respective Houses on Monday, the 26th 
day of June, A. D. 1848. 


Mr.GREGORY moved the following resolution; 
which, giving rise to debate, was laid over under 
the rule: | 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House pay, on the audit | 
of the Committee of Accounts, the account of T. Barley | 
Mevers and F. F. Marbury, employed by the Solicitor of the | 
Treasury under a resolution of the House of the 20th Janu- 
ary, 1846, to take sworn testimony in the claim of Matthews, | 
Wood, and Hall. 

On motion of Mr. McCLELLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Printing inquire into the 
propriety of printing an additional number of the President’s 
message, With the accompanying documents, for the use of || 
the members of the House. 

On motion of Mr. LEFFLER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 1} 
lishing a post route from the Raccoon Forks of the Des || 
Moines river to Council Bluffs, on the Missouri; also, from 
E! Kadir to Jacksonville, in Clayton county, Fowa. 


Mr. SLINGERLAND offered the following || 
preamble and resolution: 

Whereas the death of the distinguished and lamented || 
statesman, Hon, John Quincy Adams, is a source of sorrow- 
ful interest to all parts of the Union; and as every circum- 
stance relating to that event is universally desired and eagerly 
sought for; and as the copies of the addresses made in Con- 
gress and the address of the chaplain of the House of Rep- 
resentatives upon that event, which have been previously 
ordered to be printed, have been found inadequate to supply | 
the call for them: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Printing be in- 
structed to have printed twenty thousand additional copies 
of those addresses. 

The resolution being objected to, it was not re- 
ceived, 

On motion of Mr. HENLEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing for the | 
reception of military bounty land warrants in payment for 
lands by persons holding preémption rights. 

Mr. CLINGMAN moved to suspend the rules, | 
for the purpose of enabling him to offer a resolu- 
uon. 


_ The question was put, and two-thirds not voting 
in favor thereof, it was not agreed to. 


[The following is a copy of the resolution which 
Mr. C. proposed to offer: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to inform this 
House why the correspondence heretofore called for by the 
following resolution has not been furnished to the House : 

“Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- | 
quested to furnish to this House copies of all correspondence || 
between the Seeretary of War and Major General Scott, and | 
between the Secretary of War and Major General Taylor, || 
and between Major General Scott and N. P. Trist, late Com- || 
missioner of the United States to Mexico, and between the | 
latter and the Secretary of State, which has not heretofore | 
been published, and the publication of which may not be 
incompatible with the public interest.’*] \ 


RESOLUTIONS FROM STATE LEGISLATURES. 
Mr. HAMPTON, of New Jersey, presented | 
resolutions of the Legislature of New Jersey, ap- | 
proving of Mr. Whitney’s plan of constructing a 
railroad from Lake Michigan to the Pacific Ocean. 
Mr. NELSON presented a joint resolution of 
the Senate and Assembly of the State of New 
York, against any alteration of the ‘* Act concern- 
ing pilots,”? by which a competition among pilots | 
would be diminished. | 
Also, a similar joint resolution in favor of the | 
continuance of pensions to the widows of soldiers || 
of the Revolution. 
Mr. HOLMES, of New York, presented reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of New York, in relation 
to extending the pension laws by which widows of 1 


























em Ee 


revolutionary officers and soldiers are entitled to 
ensions. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, presented resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of New York, 
against any change in the act concerning pilots 
which would destroy or diminish the competition 
now existing. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, presented 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, approving of Mr. Whitney’s plan of 
structing a railroad from Lake Michigan to tin 
Pacific Ocean. 

Mr. STRONG presented similar resolutions of 
the Legislature of New York. 

Mr. OUTLAW presented resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of North Carolina relating to the inlets 
on the coast of North Carolina. 

Mr. EDSALL presented the resolution of the 
Legislature of New Jersey in favor of Mr. Whit- 
ney’s plan for a railroad to Oregon. 


Also, the resolutions of the same relative to the | 


pilot laws of the United States. 


Also, resolutions of the same, approving the sen- || 
|, timents expressed by the Chicago Convention, in 


July last, in relation to harbors and navigable 


| rivers, &c. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, presented the resolu- 
tions of the State of Georgia asking for the con- 
struction of various post-routes in said State. 

Also, for changing a mail-route so as to run 
from Boxville up to Dublin, on the west side of 
Oconee river, and down from Dublin to Boxville, 


| on the east side of said river. 
Also, resolutions from the same approving of | 


Mr. Whitney’s plan for the construction of a rail- 
road to Oregon. 
Also, resolutions from the same expressive of 


| the sense it entertains of the value of the Military 


Institute of the United States at West Point. 


| Mr. ROCKHILL presented a joint resolution | 
| of the Legislature of Indiana, relative to the pay- 


ment of annuities belonging to the Miami tribe of 


| Indians. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 


By Mr. HALL, of New York: A bill concern- | 


ing costs in civil suits and proceedings in the name 
of the United States. Referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 


By Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama: A bill to cede 
to the State of Alabama the public lands lying | 


within the limits of said State for purposes of edu- 
cation. Referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

By Mr. INGE: A bill for the relief of John B. 
Smith and Simeon Darden. 
mittee of Claims. 

By Mr. TOMPKINS: A bill to provide pen- 


| sions for all the officers and soldiers, regular and | 


volunteer, who have been injured and perma- 


nently disabled in the service of the United States | 


in the existing war with Mexico. Read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Notices of motions for leave to introduce bills 
were given as follows, viz: 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Referred to the Com- | 






|| By Mr. FULTON: Of. joint resolution autho- 
|| rizing the Secretary of State to furnish the clerk of 

the District Court of the United States for the 
| Western District of Virginia four copies of Little 
| & Brown’s edition of the laws of the United States. 
| By Mr. CROWELL: Ofa bill to repeal so much 
| of the act approved February 27, 1801, and all other 
| acts and parts of acts concerning the District of 
| Columbia, as in any way interferes with the insti- 
| tution of slavery or the slave trade therein. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing communications, viz: 

I. A communication from the Postmaster Gene- 
| ral, relative to the transportation of the mail from 
| Charleston to Chagres, touching at St. Augustine 
‘| and Key West, and also at Havana and across the 
| Isthmus of Panama, and thence to Astoria, with a 
copy of a contract accepted by that department for 
| that service, subject to the action of Congress. 

If. A communication from the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, transmitting, in compliance with the act of 
|| March 3, 1845, a copy of a contract for the trans- 
| portation of the United States mail between New 
|| York and Bremen, upon the terms and conditions 
'| required by said act. 
| III. A letter from{the Commissioner of Patents, 
| 


| 


| 

| in answer to the resolution of the House of the 

12th of January last, as to what legislation is ne- 

|| cessary to provide room in the Patent Office build- 

|| ing for the arrangement of models in such manner 
| as to give the examiners such access to them as is 
|| necessary in the discharge of their duties. 


On motion of Mr. STEPHENS, the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the business on the 
Speaker’s table. 
|| The first business in order was the message from 
the President of the United States, returning to 
the House the bill of the last session ‘‘to provide 
|| for continuing certain works in the Territory of 
Wisconsin,” with his objections for withholding 
his approval; on which a motion to refer the mes- 
sage to the Committee on Commerce was pending 
and also the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded; and under 
its operation the message was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

The next subject in order was the message from 
the President of the United States, transmitting 
documents in relation to the return of Santa Anna 
and Paredes to Mexico, and refusing to furnish the 
instructions given to Mr. Slidell, as requested by 
the resolution of the House of Representatives of 
the 4th of January, 1848. 

Mr. TOMPKINS, being entitled to the floor, 
rose, and stating his inability to proceed in his 
remarks this evening, 

The House adjourned. 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, March 14, 1848. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


|| Mr. PALFREY asked the House to take up the 
|| resolution he yesterday offered and act upon it. 


By Mr. CUMMINS: Of the bill declaratory of || The resolution was read as follows: 


the rights of naturalized citizens of the United 
States, and to secure and protect them in the peace- | 
ful exercise and enjoyment of their rights against | 


the acts and influence of foreign Governments and 
their diplomatic agents. 
By Mr. WICK: Of a bill to prohibit the im- 


portation of slaves into the District of Columbia, | 


with certain exceptions. 


By Mr. HALL, of New York: Of bill to pro- | 


vide for obtaining accurate returns and annual state- 
ments of the internal trade and commerce of the 
United States. 

Also, a bill to refund to the New York Indians 
the moneys withheld from them by Janus Stugker, 
sub-agent appointed for said Indians by the United 
States. 

Also, a bill to extend the provisions and benefits 
of certain acts of Congress granting pensions to 


the widows of the officers and soldiers of the Revo- | 


lution. 

By Mr. S. LAWRENCE: Of a bill to revive 
and amend the act entitled ‘‘An act granting bounty 
lands and extra 
teers,”’ approved March 5, 1816. 

By Mr. LA SERE: Of a bill authorizing the 
appointment of an additional judge of the 
States District Court for the State of Louisiana. 


pea: 


Resolved, That the President be requested tocommunicate 
to this House, if not inconsistent with the public interest, 

copies of instructions issued from the State Departinent to 
|| William Hogan, employed by this Government in the island 
of Hayti in the years 1844 and 1845; also, copies of any cor- 
|| respondence between the Department of State and said Ho- 
|| gan during and subsequent to the time of his said mission. 


Objection being made, the resolution was not 
'| considered. 


Mr. GAYLE, by general consent, introduced a 
bill, previous notice having been given, to establish 
the rates of postage on steamboats and other water 

craft not in the employ of the United States. Read 
|| and committed. 


| On motion of Mr. HOLMES, of New York, 

|| Resolved, That the Committee on Agriculture be instruct- 
| ed to inquire into the propriety and expediency of importin 

|| into the United States the Alpaca or Peruvian sheep, an 

|| whether it would be consistent and advisable to employ the 
vessels of the General Government for that purpose. 


On motion of Mr. CONGER, 
|| Resolved, That the Committee on Engraving be instructed 
|| to report whether the lithographic maps accompanying the 
President’s annual message, as ordered to be published by 








y to certain Canadian volun- || this House, have been furnished to the number required when 


|| the last was received, if so furnished ; and if not furnished, 
|| when they niay be expected, and whether there has been 


‘ited | any unnecessary delay in furnishing the same or any part 


thereof. Also, that they re 
\) contracted for the publi 


whether said committee have 
of the map of Lieutenants Em- 
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en 


‘ 
ory and Abert, or either of them, a« ordered by this House ; 


and, if eo, with whom «aid contract has been made, and when 


sxid maps, or any portion of the number ordered, will be 


ready for delivery. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CROW ELL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Cassius M. Clay. 
Reed and commited. 

Also, from the same committee, an adverse re- 
port upon the petition of John Hamilton. Laid 
on the table, 

Mr. LIGON, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report upon the petition of John De- 
groot. Laid on the table. 

Mr. DUNN, from the same committee, made 
adverse reports upon the petitions of Jarvis Jack- 
son and Jeremiah Rushton. Laid on the table. 

Mr. FLOURNOY, from the same committee, 


reported a bill for the relief of Thomas Crown. | 


Read and committed. 


Mr. HUNT, from the Committee on Commerce, 
made ar adverse report upon the petition of Atkins 


Dyer. Laid on the table. 
Mr. GREGORY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a hill to provide for landing and storing the 


cargoes of vessels from foreign ports, and for other | 


yurposes. Read and committed, 
Mr. DONNELLasked leave to offer a resolution; 
but, objection being made, it was not received. 
Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, made an adverse report on 
the petition of John McRae. Laid on the table. 
Mr. SIMS, from the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate the 


Washington Mutual Fire Insurance Company. 


Read and committed. 

Mr. HALL, of New York, from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of 
George R. Ward. Read and committed. 

Mr. KING, of Massachusetts, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill for 
the relief of Joshua Eddy, deceased 
committed. 


Read and | 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL, from the Committee | 


on the Judiciary, reported a bill to repeal so much 
of the 30th section of the act to establish the ju- 


dicial courts of the United States as authorizes the | 


taking of depositions de bene esse, without notifica- | 


tion to the adverse party. Read and committed. 


Mr. KING, of Georgia, from the Committee on | 
Naval Affairs, reported a joint resolution for the re- | 


lief of Samuel T. Anderson. Read and committed. 


Mr. K. also presented a memorial of the Cham- | 


ber of Commerce of the city of New York, in | 


relation to the removal of obstructions to naviga- 


tion at Hell Gate, in the East river, accompanied | 


by a plan for the improvement thereof. 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee for the 


Referred | 


District of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate | 


the Eagle Steamboat Company. Read and com- 


mitted. 
Also, from the same committee, reported a bill 


to change the name of Photius Kavasales to Pho- 
| 


tius Fisk. The bill was twice read. 

Mr. C. made a brief statement of the case. The 
petitioner (he said) was a chaplain in the United 
States navy, a naturalized citizen, and at present 
an inhabitant of the District of Columbia, being 
statidned at the navy-yard in this city. Mr. Kav- 
asales was desirous of changing his name in con- 
sequence of some events which had taken place in 
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Mr. SIMS thought there could be no possible 
necessity for committing so simple a bill as this. 
The case was perfectly plain, and there could be 
no doubt as to the power of the House to act. The 
applicant for whose benefit this bill had been re- 
norted was a naturalized citizen of the United 
States,and a resident citizen of this District. When 
a citizen of one of the States was desirous of 
changing his name, an act was passed by the State 
Legislature, either directly or by authorizing the 
courts to do it. Congress stood to the people of 
this District in the place of a local legislature, and, 
no question, possessed the power to pass a bill of 
this description. 

Mr. BURT wished to inquire of the chairman 
of the committee who reported this bill whether, 
by the laws of Maryland, (which were at present 
in force in this District,) the courts were not em- 
powered to change the names of citizens applying 
for such change? Had the committee inquired on 
that subject? 

Mr. SIMS replied that the committee had not 
made such an inquiry, because, knowing that their 
chairman was an able, experienced, and learned 
member of the Maryland ~ they presumed, of 
course, that he was well informed on that point. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, stated that the laws 
of Maryland gave to the courts no such power. 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL was desirous of know- 
ing why any man in the United States could not, 
without any act of Congress, or of any Legisla- 
ture whatever, change his name as he pleased? 
He had put that question to a learned gentleman 
of his acquaintance, who agreed with himself in 
the opinion that there was nothing to prevent it. 
Mr. I. believed that a man could change his own 
name by his own act as often as eapeneey Mr. 
I. had seen the question tried and decided in the 
affirmative. But such change, when made, did not 
operate to diminish in the least degree the force of 
any previous contract the individual might have 
entered into previously, nor would it prevent his 
being brought before a court of justice for any 
crime he had before committed. 

Mr. SIMS assented to the position taken by Mr. 
INGERSOLL, that a man might change his name as 
often as he pleased; but, though he had the natural 
right to do it, this was like many other natural 
rights which a man did not choose always to ex- 
ercise. A man hed a natural right to get drunk, 
but he could not exercise that right without conse- 
quences which every man did not like to incur. No 
respectable man would choose to have his name 
accompanied with a dozen aliases. It was accord- 
ingly customary in all the States for an —— and 
good citizen, who for particular reasons might be 
desirous of changing his name, to apply to the 
highest tribunal in the State where he resided, who 
passed a solemn  -.7 act of legislation making 
the change desired. 

In other States the necessity for this was super- 
seded by u general law empowering certain of the 
State courts to grant such requests. By this means 
good order was preserved in the community, and 

| a citizen whose circumstances rendered it proper 
and desirable that he should change his name was 
preserved from being exposed to suspicion in doing 
| so. It was a good municipal police regulation, and 
ought to be encouraged; while, on the contrary, 
| the change of men’s names without such sanction 


| of public authority ought not to be encouraged. 


Greece, his native country; and the name he wish- | 


ed to take was that of an early benefactor. There 


could be no doubt of the power of Congress to pass | 


such a law, similar acts having been passed here- 
tofore; and, as he presumed there could be no ob- 
jections to the object of the bill, he moved that it 
have its third reading at this time, and be immedi- 
ately put upon its passage, 

Mr. FICKLIN said he had been absent from 
the committee when this bill was under considera- 


the object of the bill; but he could not give his as- 
sent to the motion to pass it without previous ref- 
erence to a committee. One of the standing com- 
mittees of the House ought to have an o 
of inquiring into the facts of the case, and report 
them to the House. 


He saw no conceivable necessity for any delay in 

so plain a case as this, and he hoped the bill would 

be suffered to pass at once without further objec- 
tion. 

Mr. PALFREY said he had not watched the 

| course of this debate, having had his attention par- 


|| tially called off to another matter. He understood, 


however, the facts to be, that a highly respectable 
gentleman, a citizen of this District, and a chaplain 


| in the navy, who was a naturalized citizen of the 


‘ || United States, desired, for reasons satisfactory to 
tion, and he did not know that he should oppose | 


himself, to have his name changed, by assuming 


|| that of a deceased benefactor. The only objection 


|| Mr. P. had heard urged in opposition to 
| was, that the petitioner could make the change for 
pportunity | himself. Mr. P. was acquainted with the fact that 


| 


of late got too much into the habit of passing bills | 
aerane on the spur of the moment, without due | 


consit 


eration; and he, for one, should set himself | 


against the continuance of such a practice. He | 


hoped the bill would take the usual course. 


| 





is bill 


names were changed by statute law in the States. 


He thought the House had |; In Massachusetts, when a man wanted to change 


his name, he petitioned the State Legislature; the 
petition was sent to a committee, who reported a 
bill for his relief, which passed the usual forms, 
the same as any other State law. If this was the 
' general course in the State Legislatures, he pre- 


BE. 











| Legislature to the people of this Distric 
_ thing could here be done by Congress. 
OM Sg ace by his friend from Pennsyly 


| that he should change his name to any othe 
ee to bear, without any of the forms of |e 
| lation. 

was not; and if he said so, Mr. P. presumed tha; 
/a man might, if he pleased, take a new name 





| est men in the House. 


Mare 


eel 


14, 


sumed, as Congress was in the place of a State 
t, the same 

The only 
ania 
was 
rhe 
gis. 


His friend was a lawyer, which Mr. p. 


{[Mr. 


INGERSOLL] for this Mr. Kavasales 


often as he pleased, under which he might sue er 


| be sued, just as under that by which he was known 


before. But would not this be considered as q 
very suspicious proceeding? The first time such, 


/a man signed his new name to a note of hand, 


would it give much satisfaction to the receiver of 
the note, who had always till then known him by 
another name? And would it be so if he did it, 
second time? Would not such a proceeding bye 
apt to give rise to some embarrassing questions? 
But Mr. P. thought that the Congress of the Up; 
ted States had barred itself against a refusal in this 
case by passing previous laws for such a change, 
The records of the House would, he believed, show 
some half dozen cases in which similar applications 
had been complied with for the benefit of citizens 
of the District of Columbia. The recent case of 
Captain Finch, of the navy, whose name had been 
changed to Bolion, must be fresh in the recollection 
of all. 

Mr. FICKLIN persisted in his objection to per. 
mitting this bill to pass without previous reference 
to acommittee. His first objection was, that this 
practice of passing, what were stated to be unim- 
portant bills, without referring them, was becoming 
too frequent in the House; and bills had sometimes 
been passed in this way, on the assurance of some 
member that they were mere matters of form, or 
of a nature so simple as not to admit of any ques- 
tion, which, when it was too late, were found to 
be of great importance. He thought it a good rule 
that all bills, of every kind, whether of great or 
little alleged importance, should go to one of the 
standing committees of the House, and undergo a 
full investigation there. The exceptions, Mr. F, 
thought, should be rare, indeed. In the present 
case, he could see no necessity for running this bill 
through the House, without its being referred. He 
would desire to ask the chairman of the committee 
what evidence had the committee or the House 
that the applicant was a resident of the District of 
Columbia? Had any witnesses testified that such 
was the fact; or had the committee taken it for 
granted, on the mere assertion of the party who 
wished to change his name. Such changes were 
sometimes sought for dishonest purposes, though 
Mr. F. was very far from charging such to be the 
case in the present instance. 

Mr. CHAPMAN stated, in reply, that the com- 
mittee and the House had as strong evidence of the 
fact as could er be desired. They had the 
Navy Register, which showed that Mr. Kavasales 
was a chaplain in the United States navy, and that, 
by order of the Navy Department, he had been 
ordered, as his station, to the pares in this 
city. He was by birth a Greek; and he presumed 
he need not state that he could not be an officer of 
the United States navy unless he were a naturalized 
citizen. The applicant had shown, by this official 
document, that he was a citizen of the District. 

Mr. C. said he could not have supposed thata 
little bill like this, whose only object and effect was 
to enable a respectable man, from an honorable 
motive, to change his name for that of an early 
benefactor, could possibly have given rise to such 
a discussion ? e hoped his friend from Illinois 
(Mr. Ficxuiw] would consent to withdraw his 
objection. 

Mr. FICKLIN regretted that he could not com- 
ply with the request of his friend from Maryland, 
especially as that gentleman was one of the clever- 
He should be forced to 
vote against the passage of the bill. 

aml other eat were on their feet; when 

Mr. STEPHENS moved the previous question. 

The motion was seconded by the House, and 
the previous question was put and carried, and the 
bill was passed. 

Mr. CHAPMAN, from the Committee for the 
Distriet of Columbia, reported a bill to incorporate 
the Washington Gas Light Company. Read and 
committed. s 

Mr. SILVESTER, from the Committee 0 
Revolutionary Pensions, made adverse reports 0! 
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» petitions of Mary Woods, Rebecca Bump, 
Hurket McAlister, and Emily Hoyt. Laid on the 


ult; _g, LAWRENCE, from the same commit- 
we made adverse reports on the petitions of Mary 
s,king, Priscilla Maxwell, and Joanna Steeples. 
Laid on the table. 5 

Mr. CUMMINS, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of Abigail 
Harris and Elizabeth Throop. Laid on the table. 

Mr. COCKE, from the same committee, to 
which was referred Senate bill amending the act 
entitled **An act granting half-pay to widows or 
‘orphans, where their husbands and fathers have 
‘died of wounds received in the military service 
‘of the United States, in cases of deceased officers 
‘and soldiers of the militia and volunteers, passed 
‘July 4, 1836,” — the same with an amend- 
ment. Committed. 

Mr. FREEDLEY, from the same committee, 
made adverse reports on the petitions of David 
Blick, Hannah Hampton, the heirs of David 
Jewett, Ruth Loomis, Philena Phelps, Thankful 
Penly, and John Sutherland. Laid on the table. 


Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on the 
Library, reported the following resolution, which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, That 10,000 copies each of the three maps 
drawn by Captain McClellan, from actual surveys by him- 
s-ifand others of the Topographical corps, of the battles of 
Mexico aud of Cerro Gordo, and of the operations at Vera 
Cruz, be printed for the use of this House, of which 1,000 
copies shall be on drawing paper, and 9,000 on good thin 
wap paper, and that the Committee on Engraving be direct- 
ed to contract for the same. 

Mr. W. T. LAWRENCE, from the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions, reported a bill for the relief 
of Joel Thacker. Read and committed. 


COLLECTION DISTRICT OF NEW ORLEANS. 
On motion of Mr. THIBODEAUX, the House 


then took up the bill relating to the collection dis- 
trict of New Orleans, and for other purposes, it be- 
ing the special order set apart for this day. 
The bill was read, and the question being on en- 
grossing the bill and reading it a third time— 
Mr. THIBODEAUX rose and said: It is not 
my intention to discuss the merits of this bill at 
any length, as its provisions are rather of a local 
than of a general nature, and more immediately 
affect the commercial interest of New Orleans than 
those of the country at large. The Committee 
on Commerce to whom the bill was referred, has 
reported unanimously in its favor; and, if the Le- 
gislature of the State of Louisiana be considered 
as good authority in this matter by the members of 
this House, then here there will be no opposition 
to its provisions; for the House of Representatives 
of that State has recently passed, by a vote of 51 to 
19, aresolution recommending the extension of the 
port of New Orleans so as to include Lafayette, 
and the Senate concurred in it with only two dis- 
senting voices. Sir, the city of New Orleans has, 
within a few years, filled her entire upper corporate 
limit, and has united with Lafayette, the centre of 
a street being the only boundary between them, 
though they are under different municipal authori- 
ues; but, for all purposes of trade and commerce, 
New Orleans and Lafayette are one and the same 
city. As now established by law, the port of New 
Orleans is limited on the upper side by the city of 
Lafayette, with its well-built streets and its popu- 
lation of ten thousand souls, while the lower part 
of the port, where the spread of improvement and 
population has been less, includes tumber-yards, 
saw-mills, kitehen-gardens, and other suburban 
establishments, and vessels are there but seldom 
seen, whereas the wharves of the upper part are 
constantly crowded with craft of every description. 
Thus the actual port is limited on the one side so 
as to exclude from the benefit of custom-house 
regulations a very. large portion of its inhabitants, 
who are among the most deeply interested in its 
commercial prosperity. The exigencies of com- 
merce imperiously eaend the extension of the 
port of New Orleans as proposed by the bill under 
consideration, and, so far as I have been able to 
ascertain, the opposition to the measure is based 
more upon merely local considerations than upon 
any circumstances affecting its expediency and ne- 
cessity as a matter of general interest and utility. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
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MR. SLIDELL’S INSTRUCTIONS. 

On motion of Mr. STEPHENS, the House pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the business on the 
Speaker’s table, viz: The message of the Presi 
dent of the United States, transmitting documents 
in relation to the return of Santa Anna and Paredes 
to Mexico, and refusing to furnish the instructions 
given Mr. Slidell, as requested by a resolution of || 
the House of Representatives of 4th of January, 
1548. 

Mr. TOMPKINS, who was entitled to the floor 
when the subject was previously under considera- 
tion, addressed the House in continuation of re- 
marks commenced by him on the 19th of January 
last, and a full report of which will be found in the || 
Appendix. | 

Mr. STANTON next succeeded in catching the | 
Speaker’s eye and recognition, and he ascended | 
the tribune, or rostrum, thence to address the || 
House, thus stationing himself with his back to || 
the reporters. He was understood to commence || 
by saying that it was not his purpose to reply to || 
the speech of the gentleman from Mississippi, [Mr. 
‘Tompkins,] who had just taken his seat, but to 
give his views generally on the present state of 
affairs, as connected with the war with Mexico, | 
and the responsibility that belongs to the parties 
that divide this country in reference to the war. | 
{un doing this, it would come properly within the | 
scope of his remarks to defend the position which 
the President had taken, to which the gentleman | 
from Mississippi had very pointedly referred. A 
full report of the speech of Mr. 8S. will appear in 
the Appendix. 

Mr. ROOT, of Ohio, obtained the floor, and || 
moved an adjournment, which was carried, and 

The House adjourned. 
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PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions and memorials were pre- | 
sented and referred : 


By Mr. PRESTON: The petition of William C. Williams || 
and others, praying for a change in the post office laws. 

By Mr. MCCLEVLAND: ‘lhe remon trance of Charles | 
Chaudler and otwers, of Clinton, Michigan, against the tur- 
ther extension of the Jethro Wood patent. 

By Mr. Si. VES: ER: The petivon of certain inhabitants | 
of the county 0: Greene, In the state of New York, praying | 
10r the estabiishinent of a pustroute from Greenville, rough 
Norton Hill, to Ouk Hill. 

By Mr. BKADY: The remonstrance of Adam Small and 
100 otuer citizens and farmers of Franklin county, Pennsyl- 
Vania, against the renewal of Jethro Wood’s patent, 

By Mr. HULMEsS, of New York: A petiuon suggesting 
the propriety of a general law by which all inco:poratid 
piank road companies may be permitted to import lumber 
fur actual use upon the same terms which railroad compa- 
nies are permitted to import iron jor the use of Weir respect- 
ive roads. | 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of New Jersey: The petition of Job 
Haines, Reuben Roberts, and 215 other citizeus of the State 
ot New Jersey, a-King Congress to establish a mail route 








and certain post vffices herein named. Also, the petiuon 


of Johu Bailey, Nicholas Rape, and 203 other citizens of |) 


NAL GLOBE. 





New Jersey, asking Congress ior an appropriation to remove | 
tre obstructions from Great Egg Harbor river, in said State. 





esee river, in the State of New York. 

By Mr. GUTT: Severai affidavits of citizens of Munroe 
county, New York, showing sums paid tur the privilege of 
making Jethro Wood’s cast-iron plough. 

By Mr. NELSON: The petition of Thomas Suthard and 
many other ciizens of Peekskill, in the State ot New York, 
on the suoject of the reduction of postage on newspapers. 


461 











| that the jurisdiction of the public lands be transferred to the 
| States or Territories only on condition that such a dis posi- 
| tion be made of them. 


By Mr. EVANS, of Maryland: The petition of William 
Hudson, George W. Bennett, David PF. Karmer, John J. R. 


| Poole, and others, praying the appoints ent of a peron to 


grant enroliments and licenses, to reside at Chesapenke city 

Maryland. Also, the petition of Robert R. Emerson anc 
others, citizens of Caroline county, Maryland, praying the 
discontinuance of certain mail routes and the establishment 


of others, 


By Mr. RUMSEY: The petition of William H. Lampert 


| and other citizens of Ontario county, New York, against the 


revival of the patent for Jethro Wood’s cast-iron plough. 

By Mr. STUART, of Michigan: The petition ot citizens 
of Kalamazoo and St. Joseph’s counties, in the State of 
Michigan, for a mail route from Kalamazoo, in the county 


| of Kalamazoo, Michigan, to Lima, in the county of La- 


grange, Indiana, via Austin’s Lake, Vicksburg, John W. 
Backevy’s, Mendon Sand Lake, and Sturgis Prairie. 

By Mr. JENKINS: Twenty-three remonstrances against 
the renewal of Wood’s patent. 

By Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania: The petition of 
1,300 citizens of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, praying for 
the repeal of the actof Congress entitled “An act respecting 
fugitives from justice and persons escaping from the service 


|| of their masters,’ passed February 12, 17%3. 


By Mr. CROWELL: The petition of Thomas Gilmore, 
Nathan Webh, and other citizens of Trumbull county, (hio, 
for the repeal of so much of the act of Congress of March 3, 
1847, as requires postage to be paid on newspapers cireu- 
lating within thirty miles of the office of publication, and tor 
such other modifications of said actas shall more effectually 
provide for a uniform system of cheap postage on letters. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, March 14, 1848. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a report of the acting Secretary of the Treasury, 
made agreeably to law, exhibiting certain contracts 
and expenditures during the periods and for the ob- 
jects therein mentioned. 


RESOLUTIONS OF NEW YORK LEGISLATURE. 
Mr. DICKINSON presented a resolution passed 


| by the Legislature of the State of New York, in 


favor of an extension of the acts granting pensions 
to the widows of officers and soldiers of the Revo- 
lution; which was laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. DIX presented a resolution passed by the 


| Legislature of New York, in opposition to any 


change in the act of the 2d of March, 1837, con- 
cerning pilots; which was laid upon the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


PETITIONS. 
Mr. ASHLEY presented the petition of Seneca 
G. Simmons, an officer in the army, praying to be 


| released from liability for certain public money 


stolen from his possession in Mexico; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Also, a petition of citizens of the counties of 
Bradley and Jefferson, in Arkansas, praying to be 
allowed the right of preémption to the lands on 


| which they have settled; which was laid upon the 
from te city of Piilaas lpia to Mount Laurel, in said State, |} : 


table. 
Also, the petition of Joseph M. Meriwether, 
and a petition of a number of citizens of Arkansas 


| in his behalf, praying to be allowed the right of 
By Mr. HOLMES, of New York: ‘The peution of citizens || » praying & 


of Wheatiand for a military dept at the mouth of the Gen- | 


preémption to a tract of land; which were referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of H. 
N. Denison, praying the payment of an accepted 
draft, drawn by James Reeside, mail contractor, 


| on the Post Office Department; which was referred 


to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Aiso, the remonstrance ef John Brayon, George L. Sears, || Roads. 


and other citizens of Qrange county, New York, against the | 
renewal Or extension of the Jethro Wood patent for the cast- 
iron plough. 

by Mr. ‘'URNER: The petition of P. B. Gaston and 180 | 
others, praying tor a mail reute from Peru to Prineeton, 
Winnebago, Yorktown, Washington, Bennington, Crandali’s | 
Furry, Attica, Fairport, Gaston’s Grove, and Pleasant Val- | 
ley, and to Rock Isiand. Also, of William H. Duval and | 


owers, praying fur the same subject. Also, the petition of |) 


S. D. Carpeuter and 123 ouhers, praying for a mail route from 
E:uzabeth to Freeport, in the State of INinois. Also, the | 
petition of D. H. Birdsall, postmaster at Dixon, iNinois, pray- | 
ig for additional compensation. Al-o, the petition and 
papers ot Joun Howe, vt Freeport, IMinois, praying for a 
jaw authorizing the allowance and payment of certain ac- 


By Mr. McKAY : The petition of Sarah Yates, of Colum- | 
bia, Suuth Carolina, asking that compensation may be made 
tw the estate of Captam Joun Yates for supplies which he | 
furnished to the American army in the revolutionary war. 

By Mr. ECKERT: A petiiion trom citizens of Schuylkill 
county, for a mail route from Orwig-burg, Schuylkill county, | 
to Lehight 


i] 

i} 

couuts. ] 
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By Mr. BUI LER: ‘the petition of Joun Case aud other 


citizens of Colaimbia County, Pennsylvania, asking that the 








m, Carbon county. \\ 
By Mr. SLINGERLAND: The petition of John Christie. || 


Generai Government shail no louger traffic nor permit tratiie 


read a third time; and being engrossed, was read in the pubuc lands yet in its possession ; and that said lands 


& third time, passed, and sent to the Senate for 
Concurrence. 





izens (not possessed of other land) as will occupy them ; and 


| Or at an earl 
shail be laid out in farms or lots for the free use of such cit- \ 


On motion by Mr. BREESE, it was ordered, 


| that the petition of Emeline Owens, on the files of 


the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

n motion by Mr. CALHOUN, it was ordered, 
that the petition of Robert M. Harrison, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee 


‘| on Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was ordered, 
that William Storke Jett have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 

Mr. DOWNS submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was considered by unanimous consent 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire whether any further provision by law 
may be necessary to authorize the same compensation to be 
paid to witnesses in the courts of the United States on the 
part of the defendant as on the part of the Government, and 
to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. ASHLEY gave notice that on to-morrow, 

—_ he would ask leave of the Sen- 
ate to bring in a bill to regulate the fees in the sev- 
eral courts of the United States. 
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Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on Fi- j 
nance, to whom was referred the bill authorizing 
the surrender of certain bonds held by the United 
States to the State of Indiana, reported the same 
with amendments, and submitted a special report || 
on the subject; which was ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill to reduce and || 
graduate the price of the public lands, and for other 
purposes, reported it without amendment. 


THE LOAN BILL. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill from the 
House of Representatives to authorize a loan not 
to exceed the sum of sixteen millions, reported it 
with amendments. 

{The amendments are merely verbal, with the 
exception of the introduction of a clause stating 
that proposals are required to be sealed, and be 


THE CONGRESRONAL ‘GLORS. 





Mr. MANGUM then moved that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of Executive business. 
The motion being agreed to, the Senate proceed- 


| ed to the consideration of Executive business. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 
The doors having been re-opened, the Senate 


| resumed the consideration of the bill supplying 


deficiencies in the appropriations for the current 
ear. 
Mr. HALE said, that as he had ascertained that 
a similar provision had been inserted in the loan 


| bill, he would withdraw his amendment. 


Mr. BENTON moved further to amend the bill 


_ by striking out the item allowing a chargé to the 
| Papal States, and inserting ‘* minister plenipoten- 


’ 


tiary,’’ and to increase the appropriation from 
522°000 to $31,000. 


THE TEN-REGIMENT BILL. 


opened by the Secretary of the Treasury, or other || evident, lead to a somewhat protracted discussion, 


officer of the department, on the day appointed, 
publicly, in the presence of such persons as may 
choose to attend. | 


| and I therefore hope that it will be passed over 
| informally, and that the Senate will take up the 
| ten-regiment bill. I shall not trouble the Senate 





DEFICIENCY BILL. 

Mr. A., from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the bill from the House of Representa- 
tives, further to supply deficiencies in the appro- 
priations for the service of the fiscal year ending 
the 30th June, 1848, reported it with amendments. 

PRIVATE BILLS, ETC. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
petition of Alfred White, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read and passed to the second 
reading, 

Mr. DICKINSON, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill for the 
relief of Benjamin Adams and Company, reported | 
it without amendment. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom were referred the petition of 
Volney E. Howard, and the memorial of Isabella | 
Cole, executrix of William Cole, deceased, sub- | 
mitted reports thereon; which were ordered to be | 
printed. 


VIRGINIA REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Agreeably to notice, Mr. UNDERWOOD asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill to provide for 
the unpaid claims of the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia State and Continental lines of the revolu- | 
tionary army; which was read the first and second 
times, by unanimous consent, and referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 

On motion by Mr. ATHERTON, the prior 
orders were postponed, and the Senate proceeded | 
to consider, as in Committee of the Whole, the | 
bill from the House of Representatives further to | 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, | 
1848. 

The bill having been partially amended— 

Mr. HALE inquired of the chairman of the Fi- | 
nance Committee, whether the item of $5,000 for | 
expenses in the issue of treasury notes, was intend- 
ed to be appropriated to the payment of officers 
now receiving salaries? 

Mr. ATHERTON replied that he did not so 
understand it. The appropriation for this pur- 
pose, if he were correctly informed, amounted, in 
the whole, to $40,000. There was amongst the 
papers accompanying the bill, a statement of the 


that appropriation, amounting to $38,000. The 
sum appropriated being thus nearly exhausted, it | 
was estimated by the ‘Treasury Department that | 
an additional appropriation of $5,000 would be | 
necessary. He then sent to the desk a statement | 
of these expenditures, which was read by the Sec- 
retary. 

Mr. HALE then moved a proviso, that no part | 
of this sum should be paid to officers receiving sal- 
aries for issuing or signing treasury notes, 

Mr. ATHERTON said he had not the slightest 
objection to the amendment. 


Mr. MANGUM then said, that with the per- 


mission of the honorable chairman of the Finance || the Senator from Massachusetts be removed, if the 

Committee, he would move that the bill before the || motion just made be withdrawn, in order that I 

Senate be passed over informally, with the view of || may be allowed to submit a motion that the Senate 

making another motion. | proceed to the consideration of Executive busi- 
Mr. ATHERTON assented. \| ness. 


| do is, the prompt passage of the bill. 
disbursements during the current fiscal year, under || 


| but merely express the hope that gentlemen will 
acquiesce in the propriety of adopting it. 

Mr. WEBSTER. I hope that further debate 
on the ten-regiment bill will not be prosecuted until 
a certain matter now pending, and to which I may 
not at present further refer, shall have been decided 
in one way or another. I have no disposition to 


| defer the consideration of the bill, but, in my judg- 


| ment, it is important that the matter to which 1 


| bill be taken up. 
| Mr. CASS. I do not understand at all how any 


'| motion in secret session can have any relation to 


| this bill. ‘There is no necessity to affect mystery 


that a minister goes shortly to Mexico. 

Mr. WEBSTER. The whole world knows 
what ? 

Mr. CASS. That somebody goes to Mexico 
with a certain paper. There are two very special 


We should be prepared for the most vigorous pros- 


by Mexico. We all know that the Government 
of Mexico is tottering and unstable; we all know 
the difficulties to which it is exposed; and there- 
| fore we ought to be prepared, in the event of the 
failure to ratify the treaty. We know of what 


is composed. We ought to satisfy them that we 
intend to prosecute the war with the utmost vigor, 
in order to hold out powerful motives for the rati- 
fication of the treaty. When asked, the other day, 
if my object was to frighten Mexico, | answered, 
that it was by all means. It is a great deal more 


is, to compel a treaty of peace; and that great ob- 


exposed by continued resistance. Our true policy 


| Orous measures, with the view of inducing the 
| Government of Mexico to ratify the treaty, and 
the people of Mexico to observe it when it is made. 
Who can deny, that if the intelligence of the pas- 
sage of this bill accompanied the treaty, it would 





tion of the treaty? The next best thing for us to 
I trust it 
will be promptly passed, and, as I should hope, 
unanimously. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I merely desire to know to 
what treaty the honorable gentleman alluded ? 

Mr. CASS. I am really at a loss to know why 
any mystery should be affected in this matter. [ 
suppose that there is somewhere a certain paper, 
and that the whole world knows all about it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator make any — motion? 

Mr. CASS. I move that the prior order be 
postponed, and that this bill be taken up. 

Mr. BERRIEN. The object of the Senator 
may be, perhaps, obtained, and the objection of 


Mr. CASS then said: This bill will, it is now | 


with any remarks in support of this suggestion, | 


| have alluded should be decided before this military | 


where there is none. The whole world knows 


reasons why we should act on this bill promptly. | 


ecution of the war, if that paper should be rejected | 


elements the Mexican nation, like all other nations, | 


humane to frighten than to fight the Mexicans. It | 
is also more economical. The object of all wars | 


| of the injuries to which they must inevitably be | 


now obviously is, to adopt promptly the most vig- | 


exercise an all-important influence in the ratifica- | 





. March 15, 


Mr. CASS. I have no objection, if tha: wil 
| hasten the conclusion of the matter, ; eh - 
, aller, and enable 
gentlemen to vote upon it. r 
Mr. BERRIEN. I move, then, that the 
proceed to the consideration of Exeeutiy 
ness. 
CHAIRMAN ON FOREIGN RELATIONs, 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN. Before the question ig 
put, I beg that the gentleman will withdraw hig 
motion, in order to allow me to makeone. A good 
deal of important business, and some of it of rather 
an urgent nature, as I am informed, is before the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. We have, thig 
/Mmorning, removed the head of that committee 
by appointing him to another office, and the gen. 
tleman next to him on the list of members of the 
committee declines taking the place of chairmay. 
| | suppose that the usual course—at all events that 
| it is entirely proper, that the gentleman who stands 
next, the honorable gentleman from Indiana, { Mr, 
|| Hannecan,] should be appointed to that place, | 
| move that he be appointed. 
|| It was then 
Ordered, That Mr. Hannecan be appointed 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
|| in the place of Mr. Sevier, and the vacancy in the 
|| committee be filled by the appointment of the Presi- 
| ding Officer. 
| Mr. Mason was accordingly appointed. 
| 
| 


Senate 
e busi- 


| 


DEFICIENCY BILL. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. It is necessary 
to make some disposition of the bill now before the 
| Senate. 
| Mr. BERRIEN. Let it be laid over informally. 
|| Mr. ATHERTON. I am of course unwilling 
|| to insist on the consideration of this bill, if the hon- 
orable chairman of the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs wishes to go on with the regular order of the 
day; and I would give way for that purpose. But 
|| should very much regret that the Senate should, 
|| for any other purpose, postpone the consideration 
|| of this bill, on which speedy action is necessary, 
|, as some branches of the public service must suffer 
| in case its passage should be delayed. The ten 
regiment bill has of course the right of priority, and 
| to it lam prepared to yield. But I now rise to give 
notice that I shall to-morrow request the Senate to 
| resume the consideration of this bill. 
| Mr.CASS. I havealready stated my own views, 
and will cheerfully consent to the request of the gen- 
tleman so far as regards myself. My great object 
| is to obtain the immediate passage of the bill. 
| The further consideration of the bill was then 
| postponed till to-morrow. 
EXECUTIVE-SESSION. 
| Mr. BERRIEN. I renew my motion. 
| ‘The motion being agreed to, the Senate proceed- 
| ed to the consideration of Executive business, and 
| 
| 
| 


i| 
tt 
1] 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| after some time spent therein, the doors were open- 
ed, and 
The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

| Wepnespay, March 15, 1848. 

|| ‘The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
| 

| 


On motion of Mr. PECK, 
Resolved, That the papers in the Pension Office relating to 
|| the application of Tilly Hamilton and Carty Burnham for 


|| pensions, be taken from said office and referred to the Com- 


1] mittee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


Mr. GREEN presented the petition of citizens 
| of Fayette and Palmyra land districts, in the State 
| of Missouri, praying for the establishment of anew 
| land district. Referred to a select committee. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. , 
Mr. WILEY, from the Committee on Invalid 

| Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of John 
‘| Knight. Read and committed. 
{| Mr. NES, from the same committee, reported 
|| bill for the relief of Thomas Flanagan. Read and 
|| committed. 
|| Mr. FARRELLY, from the Committee on Pat- 
|| ents, to whom was referred the Senate bill to fur- 
ther extend the patent of Jethro Wood, reported 
the same without amendment, accompanied by ®& 
|| report in writing. h 
| Mr. F. moved that the bill be committed. 

Mr. NELSON moved to lay the bill on the table, 
and that the report be printed. Agreed to. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, submitted 
|| an amendment to the bill to amend an act entitled 
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«An act to raise, for a limited time, an additional | 
itary force, and for other purposes,’’ approved 
rabruary 11, 1847. The amendment was com- 
"ial to a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

CONTRACTS FOR SUPPLIES, ETC. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, from the Com- | 
mittee on Printing, to which was referred the reso- | 
iion of the House relative to the printing of 
+ Q00 extra copies of the abstract of contracts 
communicated by the War Department, na gp 

following resolution, which was rea and 

nero That ten thousand extra copies of the abstract 
reontracts from the Department of War, communicated on | 
the apth January last, be printed for the use of this House. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, was opposed | 
to the resolution; he did not believe that a report | 
of these contracts would be of any interest to the 
nablie; it might be examined by those interested 
in the contracts, but the mass of the community 
would probably never read or look at it. 

Mr. CROZIER said that the resolution had re- 
ceived the sanction of two different committees of 
the House, viz: the Committee on Expenditures 
») the War Department, and the Committee on 
Printing. ‘The document proposed to be printed 
contained an abstract of all the contracts which 
had been made by the War Department during the 
Jast yvear—contracts which might probably amount 
to $50,000,000. He would not assert with cer- 
tainty that they did reach that amount, but the | 
qveregate amount was certainly not less than 
¢30.000,000. ‘The printing of the proposed num- 
ber of copies would cost about $400. | 

There were two reasons which had induced the 
committee to report this resolution to the House. 
In the first place, the subject was, in itself, one of 
creat importance—a very large sum of money was 
involved; the information would be valuable and 
interesting in various aspects; and surely it was 
due to the people of the United States, who fur- 
nished the money, that they should have an op- 
portunity of seeing how their money had gone— 
what had been done with it, and who had got it. 
They had a right to know how this immense sum, 
contributed out of their own hard earnings, had 
beenexpended. Much various and useful informa- 
tion would be disseminated by the printing and dis- 
tribution of this document. It would, for exam- 
ple, present at one view the prices of the munitions 
of war in different portions of the country. So far 
from its being of interest only to contractors, Mr. 
C. believed that there was no document that would 
be read by the people with greater interest and 
curiosity. The men who paid the taxes would | 
very naturally desire to know how those intrusted 
with its application had discharged their trust. 
This was one of the considerations which had in- 
duced the committee to report the resolution. 

But there was another and a very important rea- 
son. The committee had been charged with the 
duty of making inquiry whether frauds had not 
taken place in connection with this letting out of 
contracts, 

Mr. C. would not say that frauds had occurred; 
but this he would say, that there had been some 
very high charges allowed and paid; enormous 
prices had been charged to the Government. If | 
this document should be printed and circulated 
through the country, this information would be got 
by the people, and they were entitled to receive it. | 
Many of these contracts, if not made in direct con- | 
travention of law, were not in accordance with it. 

The contracts had not all of them been made as 
they ought to have been, and by law were required 
tobe. Many of them had been given out to con- 
tractors privately, without being published the re- 
(uisite time, or published at all. It was true that 
many of the contractors were men of the strictest 
honor, and the terms on which the contracts were 

et were In many cases extremely economical. It 
was due to such men that this fact should be known, 
while it was equally proper that where the case 
was ~ reverse of all this, this also should be ex- 
pose ‘ 

._ Mr. C. here referred to instances which occurred 
in the campaign of General Taylor, in which very 
exorbitant prices had been given for transportation 
while our army lay upon the Rio Grande. He in- 
stanced contracts made with the owners of steam- 
boats and the per diem paid for mules. While 
mules could be had on the spot for 33 cents per 
day, some eight hundred horses and mules had 
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| eration of the petition of the county of Mahoning, 
Ohio, asking for the issue, by the Government, of | 


| House of the 21st December, 1847, and 14th Janu- 


| ing the establishment of a branch mint at Charles- 


| adverse reports on the petitions of Harry Richard- 


| ary last, in relation to the expediency of paying to 
| the officers and seamen who, in the year 1804, vol- 
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been purchased in Ohio, which cost the Govern- \ 
ment about $800,000, and the transportation of | 
which cost $30,000. Among these allowances | 
there were some which might at first appear to be | 
very reasonable, and even very low, which, on || 
close examination and a knowledge of all the cir- 
cumstances, would be found to be enormously high. 
In Mr. C.’s district published contracts made with 
individuals offering under the advertisement had 
been Tescinded, and private contracts made with | 
individuals in their place. Mr. C. went on to con- | 
tend that where abuses had been perpetrated they | 
ought to be exposed, while if they were fairly and 
honorably made and fulfilled, the fact ought to be 
known, Why did gentlemen desire to withhold | 
the publication? Mr. C., in conclusion, moved the | 
previous question. 


The previous question was seconded, put, and | 


carried; and the main question being on the adop- || 





tion of the resolution, the vote was taken by tel- 
lers, and carried: Ayes 80, noes 66. 
So the resolution was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


On motion of Mr. VINTON, the Committee of |} 


Ways and Means was discharged from the consid- 


$150,000,000 of treasury notes for a national cur- 
rency; the petition of citizens of Ohio, asking that 
no further supplies be given to carry on the war 
with Mexico; and also from the resolutions of the 


ary, 1848, in relation to recalling the surplus reve- 
nue deposited with the several States under an act 
of Congress of 23d June, 1836; also, from the reso- 
lutions of the Legislature of South Carolina touch- 


ton; and from the petition of the Chamber of 
Commerce of Charleston, on the same subject; 
and also from the consideration of the resolutions 
of the Legislature of Missouri, in relation to the 
tariff of 1846 and the independent treasury law; 
and they were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. DANIEL, the Committee of 
Claims was discharged from the consideration of 
the petition of Samuel J. Bayard, late receiver at 
Fairfield, lowa; and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. DUNN, from the same committee, made 
an adverse report on the petition of Levi Seakly. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. CROWELL, from the same committee, 
made an adverse report on the petitions of John 
Walker, Benjamin Perham, and Joseph Hall. 
Laid on the table. 

Mr. THOMAS, from the same committee, made 


son, Darcus Jewell, and Jacob Yerty. Laid on the 
table. 


On motion of Mr. THOMAS, the Committee of 


Claims were discharged from the consideration of 


the bill for the relief of N. C. Orear; also, from the 
etition of Peleg B. Phelps, of Louisiana; also, 
rom the resolution of the House of the 31st Janu- 


unteered under Captain Stephen Decatur to recap- 
ture or destroy the frigate Philadelphia, then lying 
in the harbor of Tripoli; and they were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a resolution, which 
was modified and passed as follows: 


Resolved, That House bill to amend the act to provide for 
the transportation of the mail between the United States and 
foreign countries and for other purposes, be made the special 
order of the day for the first Wednesday in April next. 


Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, moved, by the gen- 
eral consent of the House, that the bill to amend an 
act entitled ‘* An act to raise, for a limited time, an 
additional military force, and for other purposes,”” 
approved February 11, 1847, reported by him from 
the Committee on Public Lands, be made the spe- 
cial order for Tuesday, the 4th of April next. 

Mr. BOYD moved to amend Mr. Evans’s mo- 
tion by embracing also the bill of a similar title re- 
ported by Mr. B. from the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. EVANS accepted Mr. Borp’s amendment, 
and the motion was then agreed to. 

Mr. MURPHY, from the Committee on En- 
graving, to which was referred the resolution in- 
structing that committee to inquire whether certain 
maps had been duly furnished to the House, &c., 
made a report, which, after some conversation 
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between Messrs. CONGER and MURPHY, was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. HARALSON, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, to which was referred the bill of the 
House for the relief of the volunteers engaged in 
the military service of the United States, re 

| the same back to the House with an eel 
| Committed. 

On motion of Mr. TUCK, the Committee on 

| Naval Affairs was discharged from the considera- 
tion of the petitions of H. S. Stellwagen and Wil- 

| liam R. Ashards; and they were laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. COCKE, the Committee on 


vorted 
ment. 


| 


|, Revolutionary Pensions was discharged from the 


| consideration of the petition of officers of the army 
in Mexico. for further provision for the widows 

and children of such officers and soldiers as have 

died in the public service. Laid on the table. 

Mr.GRINNELL, from the Committee on Com- 
| merce, reported a bill to transfer the townsof Vinal 

Haven, New Haven, and Islesborough, from the 
| collection district of Penobscot to that of Belfast, 
| in the State 6f Maine. Read and committed. 
| Mr. PETRIE, from the Committee on Invalid 

Pensions, reported bills for the relief of Parmelia 
Slavin, and for the relief of Jonathan Slyter; which 
bills were severally read and committed. 

Mr. DUNN, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal representa- 
| tives of George W. Milam. Read and committed. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in obedience to the act of 21st April, 
1808, and 2d March, 1809, exhibits of contracts 
made by that department during the years 1846 
and 1847, Also, a statement of the payment of 
miscellaneous claims, together with statements of 
expenditure from the marine hospital fund, with 
the aggregate heads of expenditure for the relief of 
sick and disabled seamen in each year from 1836 
to 1847, inclusive. Laid on the table. 

A communication from the Secretary of the 
Navy, transmitting, in compliance with the act of 
Ist of May, 1820, a statement of the appropriations 


for the naval service for the last fiscal year. Laid 
on the table. 


The Senate bill to remit the duties on books, 
maps, and charts, imported for the use of the Li- 
brary of Congress, was taken up, read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


THE INSTRUCTIONS TO MR. SLIDELL. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the business on the Speaker’s table, viz: The 
message of the President of the United States, 
transmitting documents in relation to the return of 
Santa Anna and Paredes to Mexico, and refusing 
to communicate a copy of the instructions given to 
Mr. Slidell when minister to Mexico. 

Mr. ROOT, of Ohio, being entitled to the floor, 
occupied his hour in discussing the war and pub- 


lic affairs generally. {His remarks will be found 
in the Appendix. | 


MODE OF PAYING THE PUBLIC REVENUE. 
On motion of Mr. McKAY, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, (Mr. Morengap, of Kentucky, in the 
chair,) on the special order, viz: 


A BILL requiring all moneys receivable from custome, and 
from all other sources, to be paid immediately into the 
Treasury, without abatement or deduction ; and for other 
purposes. 


Be it enacted, §c., That, from and after the thirtieth day of 
June, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, the gross amount of 
all duties received from customs, from the sales of public 
lands, and from all miscellaneous sources, for the use of the 
United States, shall be paid, by the officer or agent receiving 
the same, into the treasury of the United States, at as early 
a day as practicable, without any abatement or deduction on 
account of salary, fees, costs, charges, expenses, or claim of 
any descrijtion whatever: ed, That nothing herein 
contained shall be construed to alter the existing laws regu- 
lating the collection of the revenues of the Post Office De- 
partment. 

Sec. 2. And be it her enacted, That so much money as 
may be necessary for the payment of debentures or draw- 
hacks, bounties, and allowances which are or may be autho- 
rized and payable after the day aforesaid, be, and the same 
are hereby, appropriated for that purpose, out of any money 
in the treasury, to be expended under the direction of the 
Secretary of that department, according to the laws antho- 
rizing said debentures or drawbacks, bounties, and allow- 
ances. 

Sec. 3. And he it further enacted, That it shall be the duty 
of the Secretary of the Treasury to submit to Congress, at 
the commencement of the next regular session, estimates 
of appropriations which may be required to provide for the 
expenses of collecting the revenue from custome, and also 
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from the public lands, for the second half of the next fiscal 
year, and separate e«timates for the said purpose for Uie year 
ending the thirtieth June, eighteen hundred and fifty; and 
similar estimates from year to year thereafter. 

Sec. 4. And he tt further enacted, That »o much money as 
may be necessary to pay the expenses of collections referred 
to in the next preceding section, and until specific appropria- 
tions for the objects shall be made by Congress, be, and the 
same are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in the 
treasury, to be expended after the thirtieth June, eighteen 
hundred and forty-eight, under the direction of the Secre- 
tary thereof, conformahly to law and regulation: Provided, 
That the expenses of collecting the revenue from customs 
ehall not thereafter exceed the sum of one million five hun- 
dred and sixty Uhousand dollars per annum, and in proportion 
for a less time. 

This bill having been read— 

Mr. McK AY moved to amend the 4th section, 
after the words ‘‘ next preceding section,’ by in- 
serting “including the first half of the next fiscal 

year.”’ 

Mr. McKAY went on then to explain the ob- 
ject and provisions of the bill, 
them in substance. 


next, should be paid immediately into the treasury 
without any of the deductions heretofore made. 
These deductions had been various; some for the 
amount paid to importers in the shape of deben- 
tures and drawbacks, also in bounties to fishing 
vessels, and also for the expenses of collection. 
The practice heretofore had been to withhold these 
various amounts, and not to pay them into the 
treasury at all, Any gentleman who had a curi- 
osity to see what these several classes of deduc- 
tions had been, might find them in a report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury for the year 1845, where 
they would find a table setting forth the gross 
amount of revenue received, and then the several 
heads of deduction, together with the amounts de- 
ducted. By looking at the first column of this 
table they would find that the gross amount of 
revenue accruing from imports that year was 


$30,892,000, of which $1,783,000 was paid for de- | 
Then came allowances | 


benture and drawback. 
on the reéxportation of refined sugar; then boun- 


ties and allowances on fishing vessels; and, lastly, | 


the expenses of collecting the revenue; from all 
which it appeared that, out of the $30,592,000 
received, but $26,326,000 were actually paid into 
the treasury. ‘The chief item withheld was the 
amount paid for collection. 

Mr. McK. here read a table to show how the 
expense of collecting the revenue had gradually 
increased, until in 1846 it amounted to $2,059,000, 
and during the present year had risen to $2,090,915. 
Mr. McK. admitted that, during a few years past, 
Congress had done much to regulate the expendt- 
tures under the Treasury Department, in the mul- 
Uplication of revenue officers, and in the building, 
at the mere d scretion of the Secretary, of as many 
revenue cutters as he chose to order. These could 
not now be built, unless after explicit previous 
appropriauons. Previous to the passage of these 
saluiary laws, the Executive had itin his power 
to fix the number of surveyors, gaugers, and clerks 
at his discretion, as well as the number of revenue 
cutters, and he was fully authorized by law to pay 
all these expenses out of thé gross amount of reve- 
nue received. This Mr. Mck. considered as high- 
ly improper. He went into other remarks illus- 
trative of the benefits of restraining this discreuon 
and subjecting all these expenditures to the spe- 
cific provisions of law, and highly commended the 
legislation of Congress with this view, so far as it 
had gone. 

The number of collectors and their deputies was 
still wholly undefined by law; in some ports the 
salary of deputies was $1,000, in others $1,500. 
In the port of New York alone there were ex- 
pended as much as $100,000 a year for the salaries 
of clerks; yet the amount of compensation paid to 
each was left wholly under the control of the Sec- 
retary. This was all wrong. This class of ex- 
penditures was rapidly increasing, and it was high 


time that a stop should be put to such a state of 


things. Mr. McK. dwelt on the extravagant sums 
spent in useless experiments in regard to revenue 
steamers and experimental revenue cutters. He 
read an extract from a statement from the depart- 
ment, in which it was said that the sums expended 
on these experiments would have provided twenty- 
eight armed brigs of two hundred and fifty tons. 
The present Secretary of the Treasury entirely 
disapproved of such a state of the law, and was 
desirous that the wide discretivnary power he now 


exereised should be defined and limited by pro- 


The ule expressed | 
It required that all moneys | 
receivable by the Government after the 30th June | 


| large sums in the shape of duties on imports for | 


tions, 


the fiscal year 1850. 
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visions of law, and intrusted to specific appropria- | under protest, to go immediately into the treasury. 
Mr. McK. quoted from his report a para- || and that large sums had been paid out of it ie 
graph in which that functionary gave it as his ” 
opinion that a saving of at least half a million of 
dollars might be effected in the collection of the 
revenue. He proposed as a maximum to cover all 
this expense th 
mittee of Ways and Means were unanimous in 
reporting this bill, and believed that even a larger | 
sum might be saved than that named by the Sec- | 
retary. Here Mr. McK. quoted from the commit- | 
tee’a report. Last year, as he had shown, the cost 
of collection had amounted to $2,090,000. The Sec- | 
retary thoug!t it might be reduced to $1,525,000. 
Asa medium between these two sums, the com- 
mittee recommended that it be fixed at $1,550,000, 
and the bill required that the whole amount re- | 
ceived before the 30th of June next should be 
paid without any reduction into the treasury, and | 
that these indefinite appropriations should be made 
to provide for paying out again the sums needed 
for debentures, drawbacks, &c., and that next ses- 
sion the Secretary should submit to Congress an 
estimate of the cost of collection up to the close of || 
Congress could then appro- | 


The Com- 


e sum of $1,525,000. 


priate the necessary amount. 
Mr. McK. insisted it was not right in 
that, after the people had been require 


to pay 


the use of Government, that any deductions should 


| be made out of that amount at the discretion of a 














| 





en ao Lieteetiaenneineenm eee teeter 
og oy lt . many faa ry 


Government officer. Quite too much was at pres- | 


ent left to Executive discretion. The Executive 
department had no desire to retain this discretion 
in their hands, but were willing and desirous that 
it should be restrained. 

In the public statement annually made of the ex- 
penditures of the Government, the amounts thus 
deducted from the gross amount of the revenue 


before it reached the treasury did not appear. | 


From looking at the face of that account, any one 
not apprized of the real state of the case, would 
suppose that it comprised the whole amount of the 


Government expenditure; but it was not so. It) 
| showed a less amount by two or three millions 


than was actually the case. 
rected. 


ance of the statement, and would give a true exposé 


of the whole expenses of the Government. Great 


good would result from the passage of the bill; it 
would carry out both the spirit and the letter of 
the Constitution, which required that all moneys 
received for revenue should be paid into the treas- 
ury of the United States, and that none should be 
drawn out of the treasury save by warrant of law. 
A large saving would be made in the expense of 
collection: the Secretary thought this might be 
done, and Mr. McK. was in favor of trving it. 


Mr. MURPHY was understood to say, that so | 
far as the expenses of the collection of the revenue | 
were concerned, he entirely agreed with the gen- | 


tleman from North Carolina. But he wished to 
inquire of that gentleman whether he could show 
any recommendation from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, that the amount paid for drawback must 
first be paid into the treasury before it could be 


paid over to the importing merchant who reéxport- || 


ed goods he had brought into the country? 


mit whether it could with truth be said that this 
was money paid by the people to the Government? 


| It was money advanced, temporarily, by the im- 
| porter, to be returned to him as soon as he reéx- 
| ported his imported goods. 
| amounts should all be first paid into the treasury, 
| and not repaid until specific appropriations could 


be made by Congress, must operate greatly to em- 
barrass the commercial business of the country. 


Mr. M. had no desire to throw impediment in the | 


way of measures which had received the sanction 


of the Committee of Ways and Means, but he | 


would request that the bill be informally passed by 


for the present, until further time should have been | 


afforded to examine its practical effect. 

Mr. McKAY replied, that if the gentleman had 
examined the report and the provisions of the bill, 
he would have seen that there was no foundation 


| whatever for his apprehensions as to any embar- 
| rassment being caused to the business of the coun- 
| try. He here entered into an explanation addressed 


to Mr. Murpuy, but which, from the positions of 


} the parties, was almost entirely lost to the reporter. 


rinciple || 


This should be cor- || 
The bill would on this false appear- | 


|| all other officers. 
Mr. McK. making no reply, Mr. M. would sub- | 


To require that these | 


| present year for drawback and debentures. §, he 

understood Mr. McK. to say, but even of this he 
is not entirely certain. 

Mr. HUNT observed that this bill certainly 

_ made very material alterations in our revenue sys. 


| tem, and was of too much importance to be acted 


on without careful consideration. For himself, he 
had had no opportunity to examine the provisions 
of this bill. It had just been printed, and it was 
_ reported on the 9th of this month. There had not 
been sufficient time afforded for its examination 
From the slight reflection he had given to it since 
_ it came up, he was satisfied that its provisions were 
| right and proper, so far as it applied to the salaries 
of our officers who were employed in collectins 
| revenue. He thought the money should be paid 
into the treasury in the first instance, and that the 
salaries of the collectors, like those of other officers, 
should be drawn from the treasury by appropria- 
tions made by law. 

But there was a serious difficulty about the sec. 
ond section. He agreed with his colleague [Mr, 
Murruy] in the opinion that it would subject our 
| importers to very serious inconvenience and diffi- 


| culty. Whenever they made application for draw- 
| backs, they would be obliged to come here to the 
Treasury Department; and in these cases, which 
were numerous and frequent, delays would be like. 
| ly to arise, and they be subjected to serious ex- 
pense and inconvenience. The duty of the collec- 
tor in those cases was nothing more nor less than 
to pay back the amount of duties which he had 
received, deducting two and a half percent. He 
| had received a communication from an intelligent 
| merchant in New York, who represented that this 
| provision of the bill would subject the importing 
merchants to very serious inconvenience; and he 
thought they ought, at all events, to give this very 
_ important class of our community an opportunity 
to be heard. 

He hoped his friend from North Carolina [Mr, 
| McKay] would either consent to strike out this 
| section or postpone it—for a week, if the gentleman 
pleased—to give the House further opportunity to 
| examine the bearing of this part of its provisions, 
| He should be very unwilling to make so important 
a change, affecting commercial transactions in all 
our large cities, as this second section would, with- 
out more scrutiny and examination than gentlemen 
on all sides had been able to give to it. 

He was very sorry to throw any impediment in 
the way of the adoption of the other provisions of 
the bill. He thought they ought to be enacted into 
a law, but he was not prepared, and he thought it 
was very evident the House were not prepared, to 
act upon this on the spur of the moment. 

Mr. POLLOCK said he concurred entirely with 
the gentleman from North Carolina. He thought 
that this was, to all intents and purposes, a reform 
bill. No serious objection could be urged to its 
passage. There was no good reason why the mo- 
ney received from customs and the public lands 
should not be paid into the treasury, and appro- 
| priations be made by law for the salaries of collec- 
tors and receivers as.they were for the salaries of 
It was truly a reform bill. It 
would effect a saving of half a million of dollars 
annually to the Government, and would secure the 
| Government from frauds on the part of those who, 
| under existing laws, received payment of demands 
_ upon the Government without appropriations made 
therefor by law. 

He could not perceive the force of the objections 
that had been urged against applying this princi- 
ple to the payment of debentures. He thought 
those objections had been answered by the genile- 
man from North Carolina. At present more than 
one-half of the debentures were paid by the Treas 
urer of the United States. No delay, no inconve- 
nience could arise to the importing merchants from 
the simple transfer of the payment of debentures 
from the collectors of customs to the Treasurer 
the United States, which was all that this section 
of the bill contemplated. The bill, viewed in every 
possible light, threw around our public moneys 
every security that could be demanded. It gave 
|| to the moneys thus received the supervision of the 
'| Treasurer of the United States, superadded to that 
|, of Congress, to whom by the Constitution was 
|, committed particularly the supervision of the ex 


| He understood Mr. McK. to refer toa bill report- || penditure of all moneys by the Government. 
| ed by Mr. Cambreleng, requiring all moneys paid | 


As had been stated, three years were allowed in 
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